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* THE 
R E A D E R. 


OST men will acknow- 
| ledge, that the primitive 
churches, to whom Paul 
wrote his epiſtles, exceeded in 
many reſpects the profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity in our preſent age; 
and good grounds they have fo ty 
believe; for the ſaid apoſtle, in 
his epiſtles, told the Corinthians, 
«© That their bodies were the tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghoſt :” he told 
the Epheſians, ©* That they were 
fellow - citizens with the ſaints, 
and of the houſhold of God:“ 
he told the Philippians, © That 
their converſation was in heaven :” 
Aa he 
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he told the Coloſſians, That 
they were delivered from the power 
of darkneſs, and tranſlated into the 
kingdom of the dear Son of God:“ 
he told the Hebrews, ** That they 
were come to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jeruſalem.” 
And Peter, in his general epiſtle 
to the churches, told them, That 
they were a choſen generation, a 
royal 33 a holy nation, a 
peculiar * 


But is this our ſtate? Can we 
ſay, from a ſenſible feeling, that 
the Holy Spirit of God dwells in 
us? That our bodies are the tem- 
ples, in which we may behold his 
preſence, feel his power, fear, 
worſhip, and ſerve him? Can we 
ſay that our converſations are in 
heaven? That we are tranſlated 
into the kingdom of the dear Son 
of God, and live under the ſceptre 

of 


4 
41 

f 
| 
7 
F 
| 

q 


5 
of his government? That we are 
come to the heavenly Jerufalem, 
where the great God is worthipped 
in ſpirit and in truth? Or are we 
not itrangers to all theſe things, 
and yet pcriuade ourſelves that we 


are the people of God, and good 
Chriſtians? | 


The primitive churches had the 
honourable name of ſaints; we 
can give ourſelves no better name 
than miſerable ſinners: and what 
is the reaſon? Moſt of the fore- 
mentioned churches, before their 
converiton, were but Heathens ; 
they were not born of chriſtian 
parents, nor trained up in the 
chriſtian faith, as we think we 
are: and after converſion they had 
but little preaching, in compariſon 
to what we have; neither were 
they furniſhed with books fo — 

tifully as we are. 


as - We 


1 


We cannot conclude that the 


kingdom of Chriſt, that then ap- 


peared in power, did (as the ſun 


in the firmament ſometimes doth) 
thew itſelf in a morning, and be 


no more ſeen all day: for the king- 


dom of Chriſt is an everlaſting 
kingdom, and the new covenant 


that was made with the houſe 
of Jacob an everlaſting covenant. 


Neither may we conclude that 
God hath withdrawn himſelf from 


the children of men; for he never 


forſakes us, unleſs we firſt forſake 


him. 


The apoſtle foreſaw that there 


would be a falling away from the 


grace in which many primitive 


Chriſtians were eſtabliſhed ; which 


ſoon after his deceaſe came to paſs. 
But our preachers ſay, That the 
dark night of apoſtacy is over, and 


that we live in goſpel days again; 


hut if ſo, where are the fruits? 


We 
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We may, I confeſs, hear goſpel 
words; but where is the goſpel 
power, by which believers come 
to be the ſons of God, and to bear 
his image in righteouſneſs ? Why 
are not we, who are called Chriſ- 
tians, grown to the ſtature of them 
that were born Heathens, and 
brought up in blindneſs and igno- 
rance? Why are not we ſanctified, 
and made a holy people, as well 
as they? Why are not our bodies 
cleanſed, and made an habitation 
for the eternal Spirit, as theirs 
were? Why are not our converſa- 
tions in heaven, or at leaſt more 
heavenly than they be? the rea- 
ſon to me is this: we have not 
built upon the fame foundation that 
they built upon; for this we are 
to underſtand, that the Heathens 
had not the Scriptures as we have, 
and ſo could not frame a form of 
godlineſs therefrom, as many fince 


have done, made up with good 
A4 words, 


1 

words, calling that godlineſs, and 
reſting in an outward performance 
thereof, without any true conver- 
ſion, or ſenſe of that inward life 
and power, that the primitive 
Chriſtians came to feel, and found 
in themſelves through faith, and 
the operation of the eternal quick- 
ening ſpirit of Jeſus, 


The Heathens, as well as others, 
were of God's creation, (all nati- 
ons being made of one blood) and 
ſo had in themſelves, as every man 
hath, a good ſpirit, as well as a 
bad; light, as well as darkneſs; 
ſomething that reproved them for 
fin, as well as ſomething that 
tempted them ta fin. And being, 
by the Apoſtle, turned from the 
darkneſs that was in them, to the 
light; from that which tempted 
them to fin, to that which con- 
victed and reproved them- for fin; 
they cleaved thereunto, confided 
therein, 
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therein, and became followers 
thereof: and by cleaving to the 
good, they were delivered from 
evil; by following the light, they 
came to be tranſlated out of the 
kingdom of darkneſs, and to have 
their converſations in heaven, whilſt 
they were upon earth. 


Theſe built on a ſure rock, a 
living foundation, on Chriſt, as 
he in all ages was, and ſtill is, in 
his tpiritual appearance, the light 
of the world, and the life of right- 
eouſneſs; and, taking his eternal 
Spirit in themſelves for their guide, 
turned from whatſoever they were 
thereby convicted of, and reproved 
for; by which Eſau, or the firſt 
nature, came to be ſupplanted, 
and he, whoſe right it 1s to reign, 
came to have the rule in them, and 
the government over them, 


As 5 And 


1 * : 
And as the darkneſs that eclipſed 
the brightneſs of the ſun of right- 


eouſneſs in them came to be re- 


moved, they came to have a clear 
diſcerning what was of God, and 
what was ſelfiſh, and to be denied ; 
and, turning from every motion 
that was not of Goud, the body of 
fin became mortified, their inſides 
became cleanſed, the lump became 
leavened ; ſuch as were carnal be- 


came ſpiritual ; and this made them 


a peculiar people. 


And did we walk in their foot- 
ſteps, we might riſe to their at- 


tainment: but if we build on 


words, and outward ſervices with- 
out ſpirit and life, we can never 
riſe; for, as Paul ſaid in another 
caſe, If I ſpeak with the tongue 


of men and angels, and have not 


charity, I am become as founding 
braſs: fo, ſay I in this caſe, if 
we hear men and angels, if we 

could 
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_ could live continually under the 


found of good words, if we have 
no regard to that inward light 
which diſcovers the riſing of evil 
motions, and power from God to 
tura from them, we can never 
mortify fin, cleanſe our fouls, and 


become a holy people. The work 
of ſanctification is inward, and to 
be effected by inward means; no- 
thing but inward light can expel 


inward darkneſs; nothing leſs than 
etcrnal life can deliver our ſouls 


from the power of death. 


Since men came to be perſuaded | 
that though they ſow tares, they 


| ſhall reap wheat; though they go 


down into the grave finners, they 
ſhall riſe ſaints, and attain in 
another world what the primi- 
tive Chriſtians attained to in this 


world; their converſations have not 


been in heaven, but in the earth; 
they have walked in darkneſs, and 
A 6 not 
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not in the light; the god of this 
world hath been ſerved, and not 1 
the God of Heaven. And what 
future happineſs this can produce, 
let the wiſe in heart judge. 
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GROUND S 


HOLY LIFE. 


Y AU L, in his epiftle to the Gala- 
tians, Chap. v. 16. had this ſay- 
ing, Walk in the Spirit, and ye 

Mall not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh.” 

And in his epiſtle to the Romans, chap. 
viii. 13. he had this ſaying, © If ye 
live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if 


ye through the Spirit do mortify the 


deeds of the body, ye ſhall live.“ If 
ever ſcriptures were written for our 


learning, theſe ſcriptures were; for 


-- - 


much may be learned therefrom. 


The 
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The end of preaching, in our preſent 


that the ſons and daughters of men 
might learn thereby to deny, turn from, 
and forſake every evil deed ; and come 
to live a ſober, righteous, godly life 
in this preſent world, that they might 
have peace with God in their own con- 
ſciences here, and eternal life hereafter. 


Now to effect this great work, in 
which thouſands of labourers have for 
many years been employed, the apoitle 
gives this ſhort exhortation : “ Walk 
in the Spirit: affirming untv the Gala- 
tians, that if they walked in the Spirit, 
they ſhould not fulfii the luſts of the 
fleſh ; they ſhoulu not yield to evil 
motions, nor ſatisfy their carnal de- 
fires ; which is the only way to mortify 
the deeus of the body, and cure ail 
ſpiritual infirmities. But this way of 
God's ſalvation hath been fo long re- 
_m » that few in our preſent age 

now what this Spirit is, where they 
may have acquaintance therewith, or 

how they may walk therein, And that 
Our 


age, and many ages paſt, hath been, 


_ 
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them. 


Ls) 
our underſtanding may be opened in 
this weighty concern, let us conſider, 


1. What Paul was, and how he 
came to be a goſpel miniſter, 


2. What the people were to whom 
he wrote thoſe epiſtles. 


What the apoſtle called fleſh 
and ſpirit, and wherein we walk after 


What we are to underſtand by 


his words, die and live. 


5. How we may, through the Spirit, 
mortify the deeds of the body. 


By reading the ſcriptures we may 
find, that Paul was an Iſraelite, of the 
ſeed of Abraham, and brought up a 
ſcholar, well inſtructed in the law; 
and as to his religion, he was a Pha- 
riſee. And what were the Phariſees ? 
Not a looſe, profane people; but in 
outward appearance, a very religious 
people, zealous for their temple and 

the 
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the ſervice thereof; with all other out- 
ward obſervations; inſomuch that Jeſus 
ſaid of them, „That they made clean 
the outſide of the cup and platter ;” 
which few now do. 


But when the time drew nigh, in 
which God would be no longer wor- 
ſhipped in temples made with hands,. 
but would dwell in, and be worſhipped 
by ſanctified hearts; and that the 

laws that were written by that great 

prophet Moſes, for the houſe of Iſrael 
to obſerve and walk in, muſt no longer 
be a rule of righteouſneſs; but Jews 
and Gentiles muſt walk by a law pro- 
ceeding from the Spirit of God in their 
inward parts; when a greater than 
Moſes was come, proclaiming a king- 
doin at hand, that conſiſted of a more 
excellent righteouſneſs. than theirs, teſ- 
tifying to the faces of thole ovutlide 

_ worſhippers, that, notwithſtanding their 
great zeal for the temple and the ſervice 
thereof, they were but hypocrites and 
blind guides; — the rulers of thoſe 
people were greatly offended, and, 
having a bitter ſpirit . 
their 
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their outſide righteouſneſs, endeavour- 
ed by perſecution, to ftop the coming 


of that kingdom; murdering the prince, 
and impriſoning his ſubjects. In which 


perſecution none was more active than 
Paul, waſting the churches beyond 
mealure. | | | 


But in the height of his perſecution, 
not man, but God, put a ſtop to his 
proceedings, ſhewing him, that it was 
not men, but Chriſt in men, that he 
perſecuted; which was really ſo: for 
had not Chriſt, by his eternal Spirit, 
been in thoſe men whom Paul perſe- 
cuted, opening the eyes of their under- 
ſtandings to ſee the emptineſs of all 
ſhadows, and to turn from them, Paul 


would have had nothing to ſay to 
them; but they inclining to the wor- 


ſhip of God in ſpirit, and lighting tem- 
ple-worſhip, Paul looked upon them as 
a people not worthy to live, 


But it pleaſed God to reveal in Paut 
the ſame Chriſt that he perſecuted in 
others; and that revelation, or inward 
knowledge of Chriſt, was the founda- 

tion 


1 
tion of all Paul's knowledge in the 
myſtery of godlineſs. He had not his 


future teaching from men, nor from 


books, but from the operation of the 
eternal Spirit of Jeſus in himſelf. For 
keeping to the leading of that Spirit, 
he grew in grace; and as he grew in 
grace, he grew in the knowledge of 


Chriſt, and ſo went not up to Jeruſa- 


lem, to them who were apoſtles before 
him, for inſtructions or orders; but in 


the ſtrength of the Lord, with a book 


of experiences in his heart, inſtead of a 


bible in his hand, he went into Arabia 


to preach the goſpel to the Heathen. 
And what foundation did he lay? Not 


_ circumciſion, which was the foundation 


of the Jews religion: nor John's bap- 
tiſm, which ſince became the foundation 
of the chriſtian religion : for he told 
the Corinthians, that Chriſt did not 


ſend him to baptize, but to preach; 


and thanked God, that he baptized no 


more of them than Criſpus and Gaius, 


and the houſhold of Stephanus. 


As Paul's eyes were then open to ſee 
the gift of God in himſelf, ſo his work 
was. 
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was to open the eyes of others, that 
they might ſee the gift of God in them- 
ſelves allo. | 


Thoſe Heathens had, as every man 
that cometh into the world hath, an 
inward light, that ſhewed them, as it 


ſheweth us, what is right, and what 1s 


wrong; what is juſt, and what is un- 


juſt: though in their ignorance they 


might have as little regard thereunto as 
any of us now have. 


As the kingdom of heaven conſiſteth 
of righteouſneſs, Paul's work was to 
reduce thofe people to a righteous life 
and heavenly converſation, And what 
better foundation could any man lay, 


in order to a righteous life, than a light 


in ourſelves, that ſhines continvally, 
manifeſting every unrighteous action? 
A guide that, truly followed, will lead 
unto God, from whom, by unrighteous 
living, all men depart. This Paul ex- 
perienced, and his experiences made 
him an able miniſter, capable of preach- 
ing without book or ſtudy, and con- 
fidently to affirm unto the Galatians, 

that 


1 


that their way to a righteous life, was 


to walk 


in the Spirit; or to keep to this 
guide. | 


And thus have I ſhewn how Paul 


came to be a goſpel miniſter : and now 
J thall ſhew, what the people were to 
whom he wrote thoſe epiſtles. 


The Romans and Galatians, before 


their converſion, were called Heathens, 
for they knew not the true God, but 
worthipped dumb idols. A people that 
lived, as too many now do, in all 
manner of ungodlineſs, walking, as 
Paul told the Epheſians, „according 
to the prince of the power of the air;“ 
but being turned from their darkneſs, 
became acquainted with this true light, 
which never conſented to any unright- 
eous action. 


To this light many of thoſe Heathens 
turned, taking it for their guide, and 
confiding therein as a ſure foundation; 
which was true faith in him who was 
given for a light to the Gentiles, and one 
in nature with the faith of Abraham. _ 
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as | This people became convinced, though 
1is many of us are not, that after they 
| were turned unto the Lord, they had a 
| race to run. As from God and godli- 
neſs they had departed, ſo to God and 
w | godlineſs they were to return. They 
to did not content themſelves, as too many 
of us do, with a chriſtian name; but 
following this leader, they walked in 


re newneſs of life, ſober, righteous, and 
s, ' godly, which Paul commended, telling 
1t the Galatians' that they run well; and 
at we ſhould run well alſo, if we run the 
I like race; growing, from day to day, 
is more juſt, more upright, more honeſt, 
g more faithful, and more circumſpect: 
* which cannot be expected until we take 
3, their guide for our leader. = 
2 | 3 | 
= But the churches of Galatia, being at 


that time, as Paul called them, little 
children, a people of ſmall growth 
in the knowledge of the myſtery of 
J © godlineſs, were by ſome, whom Paul 
5 wiſhed cut off, perſuaded, as many 
I now are, that an upright, ſober, godly 
> | life, and blameleſs converſation, was 
not enough; but they muſt be allo in 
5 :. er tae 
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the exerciſe of ſome outward worſhip ; 


and the Jews religion carrying the 
greateſt ſhew of godlineſs, they were 
perſuaded to imitate their cuſtoms and 
obſervations. 


But Paul, having experienced the 
inſufficiency. of outward ſervices to 
change men's natures, and reduce them 
to a righteous life, told the Galatians, 


© Thar if they were circumciſed, Chriſt 


ſhould profit them nothing.” If they 
went from an inward guide, to reſt, as 
the zealous Phariſees did, on outward 
performances, he that was given for a 


light and a leader, would not be their 
And, indeed, 
nothing 1s more evident; for if Chriſt 


light, nor their leader. 


be the way, if walking by the Spirit be 
the means, by which we muſt mor- 
tify fin, and come to a righteous life 


whoſoever goeth from this way, who- 


ſoever flighteth this means, hath no 
more benefit by Chriſt, than a traveller 
that forſaketh his guide hath from his 
guide, in order to a righteous, godly 
life. by 
As 
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Creatures; and until we are new crea- 
tures, our converſations cannot be in 

heaven. Es 


{  ] To. 
As Chriſt is a quickening ſpirit, it 
uſt be by following him in his ſpi- 
fv manifeſtations, that a righteous 
life is recovered; nothing leſs can 
change our natures, and make us new 


So the epiſtles of Paul were written 
to a people who were on their journey 
from death to life; they were come 
out of Egypt, but not come to the 
promiſed land; they were turned {om 
their darkneſs, and had their faces 


Sion-ward, but were not come to the 
New Jeruſalem, the city of God; they 


had begun in the Spirit, but were not 
come to the true worſhip in ſpirit; 
they had received Chriſt, but were not 
rooted and grounded in Chrift: and to 
perfect what was begun, the apoſtle 
put them on nothing but this, Walk 
in the Spirit:“ keep to your inward 
guide, the light of righteouſneſs, for 
it is that alone that can raiſe the ſons 
and davghters of men from their fall, 

gs and 
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and bring them to a life of righteouſ- 
neſs, „ | 8 


The third thing to be conſidered is, 
what the apoſtle calls fleſn and ſpirit, 
and wherein we walk after them? 


It is evident, that fleſh and ſpirit 
are both leaders, otherwiſe we could 
not walk after them; and it leaders, 
our viſible parts muſt be followers, 


bringing forth in our words and deeds 
- what is in our hearts, or conceived in 


dur minds: for every deed hath firſt 


a a thought, either good or evil. Evil 


thoughts ariſe from that which Paul 
called fleſh: good thoughts proceed 


from that which he called ſpirit. So 
then fleſh and ſpirit is a root of evil, 


and a ſpring of good in ourſelves. 


From the fleſh proceed all ſuch mo- 
tions as lead unto vice: from the Spirit 


roceed ſuch doubts as we find in our- 
ſelves of yielding thereunto; and all 
the rebukes that follow us when we 
have ſuffered the enemy to prevail over 
us; and thoſe rebukes are in love unto 
„„ us, 


AR 
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vs, as our rebukes are in love to our 


children, that they may ſtand in we, 
and not offend, 


As oft as we yield to evil motions, 


we give place to the devil; and who- 


ſoever yields to one evil motion, ſhall 
have another of the ſame kind; and 
the oftener we yield, the more ground 


he hath in us, and the more power he 


comes to have over us. And all the 


refuge that any man hath to fly unto, 


when evil motions ariſe, 1s that in his 
own heart, that Paul calls the Spirit, for 


that will not conſent to any evil deed; 


and whoſoever keeps cloſe to thar, keeps 
cloſe to God; they abide with their 
guide, and © walk in the Spirit.“ 


The converted Heathens walked by 


this rule; they took the erernal Spiric 


of Chriſt in themſelves for their guide; 
they confided therein, and became fol- 
lowers thereof; and that brought them 
to be a holy nation, and a "peculiar 
people. And we ſhould de the ſame 
did we turn to this eternal Spirit in our 
own hearts, and order our converta- 

B tions 
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tions according to the leadings and 


guidings thereof; for keeping to this, 


we ſnould not full the deeds of the 
ficſh. 


The fourth thing to be conſidered 
is, what the Apoſtle intended by theſe 


words, die and live. 


Certainly he did not, by the word 
die, intend a ceſſation of their mortal 


lives, for ſuch a dying in the Lord's 
appointed time is common to all men; 


they that live after the Spirit, as well as 


they who walk after the fleſh, muſt go 


do] into the grave. > 


Put the dying that the Apoltle in- 
rended, was a decay of our inward life, 
a dying unto righteouſneſs ; which few 
in our preſent age take notice of: 
tuch a dying as the firſt man Adam 


died, when he fell ſrom the govern- 


ment of the eternal Spirit, which was 
man's firſt ſtate; or ſuch a dying as 
the houſe of Iſrael died, when they 
ſtuck to outward obſervations, lighting 

Juſtice, 
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juſtice, mercy, and an humble walking 
with their God. 


Now ſuch as walk after the fleſh, 


living in the practice of any known ſin, 


depart further from God, and come to 


have leis life, lets light, leſs grace, leſs 


fear of offending God, and injuring their 
neighbours; as we may fee by men's 


converſations. And this decreaſe is a 


dying uato righteouſneſs. 


And as they that live after the fleſh, 
have leſs life, leſs light, leſs grace, leſs 


fear; ſo ſuch as walk after the Spirit, 
doing ſuch things as are upright, ho- 


neſt, and of good report, from a prin- 


ciple in their own hearts, find an in- 


creaſe; they come to have more life, 
more light, more grace, more fear of 
off, ending God, or their neighbour: and 


this increaſe is a living unto righteoul- 


neſs. As the one goes farther from, io 


the other draws nearer to, the kingdom 
of heaven. 


Had we not in ourſelves ſpirit, as 
well as fleſh; light as well as darkneſs; 
B 2 rl conductor 
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x conductor in the way of life and ſalva- 
tion, as well as a leader in the paths 
of deſtruction; we might lay the loſs 
of life, and all the calamities that ſin 
brings, on Adam's ſcore, or on the ac- 
count of the wicked one, from whom 
all wicked motions proceed. 


Paul was an expert doctor in divini- 


ty; he knew what corrupted the ſons 


and daughters of men, and from whence 


all the ungodlineſs that is in the world 


doth ariſe; and to cleanſe, to purge, 


to purity, to make Heathens become 


found Chriſtians, and ſinners become 
ſaints, deſcribes no other means but 


this, “ Walk in the Spirit.“ For as 


we keep to this, we ſhall learn, as the 
converted Heathens did, not only to 


deny ungodlineſs, but alſo to live godly 


in this preſent world. 


But if we reſt, as the zealous Pha- 
riſees did, in outward performances, 


accounting ourſelves righteous becauſe 
we have, as we are perſuaded, a right 
form of godlineſs, and make no uſe of 


the aforeſaid means; though we have 


=_ 
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as great a zeal for our forms of godli- 


neſs, as ever Paul had for the Jews 


religion, 1t will profit us no more than 
circumciſion would have 8 the 
Galatlans. 


We have had much preaching and 
teaching 3 the joys of heaven promiſed. 


to them that did well; the torments of 


hell threatened to them that did ill; 

but have theſe promiſes and threaten nings 
made us a holy nation, and a pecul ar 
people, exceeding all others for juſtice, 
equity, truth, and faithfulneſs ?* Have 
all the exhortations that we have had 
enabled us to mortity the body of fin, 


which is the cauic of ungodlineſs? Are 


we thereby tranſlated, as the Heath«ns 
were, out of the region of darxneſs 
into the kingdom of the dear Son of 
God, ſo as to have our converſatious 
in heaven, whilſt our bodies are on 
earth? Can we ſay, „Old things are 
done away, all exalted thoughts, ail 
covetous inclinations, all wrath and 
bitterneſs; and thele new things come 
in their places, humility, mœekncis, 


n, {clt-denual, with unteigned 
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love to God and our neioh beur? Can 
ve ja, There was a ti me in which fin 
had fich dominion over us, that ve 
ccd not refrain from ſulfiling the 
ms of the geln; but row we are fo 
mited dy the er Spirit, That N 
matic be temperate, we muſt be ſober 
and vigitant, vie mult be juſt, 88 
and ia.toit in word and Zerc. If this 
be gur frate, we are, as the primitive 
Cureltians were at their full attainments, 


dad unto fin, and alive unto right- 


eovinels : built vpon the ſame rock 
5 they were. But if we are not come 
t) this, it would be our wiidom to turn 
to the Tord, as they did, and build 


on the ſame foundation that they built 


upon, © The true light that enlight- 


enetn every man that "cometh into the 
world; + 4 we may come to be ac- 
quainted with the eternal Spirit, as they 
were, and have a guide and leader in 
the paths of godlinels as they had; for 
it is Ly and through tac aſtiitance of the 
eternal Spirit of Jeſus in our own hearts, 
that our corruptions muſt be purged 


out, and our inſide made clean. For 
as QUT walking after the ficſh made all 


wounds; 
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wounds; ſo it muſt be our walking 
after the Spirit that muſt heal all 
wounds: as our living after the fleſh 
was the growth of our unrightcouſne's ; ; 
ſo by walking after the Spiri: we mor tify 


fin, and recover a lite of righteoufucis. 


Paul ſpoke from a good underſtand- 
* i 1 T; — | 
ing, when he told the Romans, © That 
which may be known of God is manifeſt 


within: there he had his knowledge 


in the myſteries of godlineſs: whatever 
he preached, whatever he wrorc, the 
ſpring was in himſeif. He knew no 


more of the operation of Inward and 


ſpiritual grace than one of us, ili he 
came to have his eyes awaid, and to 
walk in the Spirit; and fo he recom» 
mended to the churches what he had 


2 experienced. 


Many can talk of redemption, juſti- 
fication, ſanctification, and ſalvation . 
by Chriſt : but he 1s a Chriſtian wao 
is a wiineſs of ſuch things wrought in 
himſelf. Such may properly be called 
learned men: they know what it is to 


riſe, what it is to die, and what ic is to 


B 4 live; 
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live; what they are redecmed and ſaved 
from, and by what means. 


The fifth thing to be conſidered is, 


how the ſons and daughters of men 


may, through the Spirit, mortify the 
devs of che body. 


But firſt, we will conſider, what 
drrds of the body are to be mortified; 


which in general are theſe: as an evil 


{pirit in man is the root of all evil 
deeds, fo every deed that proceeds 


frora that root is to be mortified : and 
nothing can maniteſt ſuch deeds, giving 
vs a true fight thereof, but the Spirit 


of the Lord, or light of righteouſneſs 
in our own hearts, as it comes to ſhine 
in brightnels, 


To know what deeds are to be mor- 
tified in all our attempts and under- 
takings, let us look to our ends there- 
in; if we have nothing in our eye but 
juſtice, equity, honeſty, and plain deal- 
ings, we may go on with ſafety; but 
if ſelf be the moving cauſe, if we have 
not an eye to our neighbour's intereſt 3 

wel 
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well as our own, pretend what we will, 
ſuch deeds proceed from an evil root, 
and arc to be denied; and in denying 
the:11, they come to be mortified. And 
what can manifeſt our ends in every 
action ? Not books, nor preachers ; 
bur the Spirit of the Lord, which is an 
inward light. 


But we do not find that Paul directly 


charged the Galatians with any manner 


of looſe living, but with their © ob- 
ſerving days and times:” and what 
harm could there be 1a that ? 


Though the Galatians might ſee 
none, Paul ſaw much, otherwiſe he 


would not have aſked them, Who 
had bewitched thein ?? They had be- 


gun in the Spirit, they had walked for 


a ſeaſon after an inward guide, which 


is the only leader to ſuch a life of 
righteouſneſs as the Lord, in all ages, 


required of the ſons and daughters of 


men; which was not a ſorm of godli- 
nels without life, but truth in "their 


inward parts: for if we have truth in 


B 5 our 
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our hearts, equity will be performed by 
our hands. 


And to this Paul knew they could 
never come by imitating an outward 
worſhip, much leſs by obſerving days 
and times (which in our preſent age 
is become the nurſery of vice) and 10 
counted it deeds of the fleſh ; reaſon- 
ing thus with them, © Are ye ſo fooliſh, 


| havi ing begun in'the Spirit, are ye made 
perfect by the fleſh ?” Which is all 
one as to ſay, Are ye ſo void of under- 


ſtanding, having begun to walk in new- 


neſs of life, do you think to come to 


ſuch perfection as to have your conver- 
ſation in heaven whilſt living on the 
earth, by going back to the perform- 
ance of outward ſervices ? © This 
perivaſion,” faid he, © is not of him 
that called you.” And if it was net 
of God, it muſt be from the old de- 
celver; and many have been fince 
deceived thereby, perſuading them- 
ſelves, that godlineſs conſiſteth in that 
which is called, but is not, true devo- 
tion, and not in a well ordered conver- 
fati ion, and ſo live in pride, covetouſneſs, 
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envy, and many other things, which 
are really deeds of the fleſh; and never 
come ſo far as to mind a tranſlation 
out of the kingdom of darkneſs, to 
live under the government of the eter- 


nal Spirit. 


Man's fall was not from any outward 
religion or form of godlineſs, but from 


a life of rightecuſnels : : troma ſtate in 


which hnſb; and, Wife, parents, children, 


maſters, ſervants, and all other relati- 


ons, would have known their place and 
duty, and bcen found therein: from a 
ſtate in which the creatures, that God 
hath given for man's ute, would have 
been uſed, and none of them, through 
excels, waſted or abuſed : from a ſtate 
in which truth wo'.'d have been found 
in our words, and equity in all our 
deeds : from a ſtate in which the will 
of God would have been done on ea, h, 
as it is done in heaven, and the great 
God by us glorified, and not dimo— 
noured. Fron this tate, through the 


entrance and growth of in, the ſons 


and daughters of men are departed; 


to this ſtate the primitive Chriſtians, 


B © through 
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through the mortification of fin, re- 
turned. 


This was the lite that the firſt Adam 
loſt : this 1s the life that the ſecond 
Adam came to recover. As many as 
have the Spirit of Chriſt, and become 
followers thereof, riſe from their fall, 
return unto God, Jive under his go- 
vernment, and become witneſſes of this 
lite reſtored. 


When I have looked upon that called 
the book of divine ſervice, I have found 
as good words therein as could be 


collected out of the ſcriptures : not 


one to be admitted into the church 
without fecurity, promifing in their 
behalf as much as 1 have mentioned. 


The promiſes therein contained, were 


they but truly perſorined, would make 
us a holy nation, no way behind the 
chicfeſt of ſaints. For thoſe that roſe 
| highelt, roſe no higher than to“ walk 


in God's commands all the days of 


their lives.“ 


But 
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But it is rare to find one man that 
performs that covenant, and the reaſon 


is this, we ſay the ſcriptures are our 


rule, but we keep not thereunto. 
Paul's advice is not followed, we do 
not „ walk in the Spirit:“ which if 
we did, the light of righteouſneſs in 
our own hearts would ſhew us the ri- 
ſings of evil motions, and what they 
lead to; - and that is the time to “ for- 
ſake the devil and all his works, with 


all worldly vanities and ſinful luſts:“ 


for if we deny evil motions, we ſhall 
never be found in evil actions; and 
until we depart from evil, we cannot 
do the things that are good. Sin muſt 
be mortified before we can lead a 
righteous life: the works of the devil 
mutt be denied before the commands 


of our God can be walked in, one day, 
much leſs all the days of our lives. 


And this Paul experienced, which 
made him with great confidence to ſay, 
« Walk in the Spirit, and ye ſhall! not 
fulfil the luſts of the fleſh.” For if 
we deny and turn from every motion 
that the light of rightcouſneſs in our 


own 
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own hearts ſhews us to be evil, 
ſhall not fulfil them, but ſhall 2 7 
the root from whence they ariſe: for 
that which is not fed, in time comes 
to die. 1 


By this the converted Heathens came 
to be a holy nation: this is the way to 
be citizens of the New Jeruſalem : by 


this means the Coloſſians were, and we 


may be, tranſlated into the kingdom 


of the dear Son of God, to live under 


his government: this is the kingdom 
that John the Baptiſt proclaimed to be 
then at hand; this is the kingdom that 
the diſciples of Chriſt were to pray for 
the coming of: this is the kingdom 


that contiſterh of righteouſneſs, and 


ſtande h in power: this is the kingdom 
that alt bel:evers are firſt to ſeek : for 


under the government of the eternal 


Spirit of Jeius in their hearts, the {ons 


and daughters of men are limited from 


doing any unrighteous thing. 


Many of the * profeſſors of 


| Chriſtianity are perſuaded, that though 


they a are unrighteaus in their lives, yet 


being 


— —— —— » ͤ—ũ——ͤ— — n. 


— . ˙ A ⁰¹ö] ü nm 


LY: 
being in the exerciſe of ſomething called 
religion, it ſhall go well with them. 
But the living Lord doth not take 
notice what religion we are of, but 
what leader we follow ; for let our re- 
ligion be what it will, if we live after 
the fleſh,} we ſhall die. And, though 
little appears that is called religion, if 
we walk after the Spirit, if our conver- 
ſation be in heaven, if truth be in our 
mouths, and equity performed by our 
hands, we ſhall live. But who are 
capable of walking after the Spirit, and 
through the Spirit, of mortifying the 
deeds of the body? | 
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We may find many, even amongſt 
us, who bear the name of Chriſtians, 
that, through a perſeverance in evil 
doing, are become dead in fin, having 
no ſenſe or feeling of any thing in them- 
ſeves that is of God: and ſuch as haye 
| no acquaintance with the Spirit, cannot 
cc walk after the Spirit, 


* 
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Others there are who are not dead. 
but dying ; they have both ſenſe and 
feeling ; they have that in themſelves 

that 
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that would lead them to better things 


than they practiſe, but have little or 
no regard thereuato ; they take it not 
for their guide ; and whilſt they flight 
that in themſelves which manifeſts the 
deeds of the body, they can in no wiſe 
mortify them. 


But ſome may be found who are 


weary of their ſins, and burthened with 
their iniquities, having in themſelves a 


hunger and thirit after righteouſneſs ; 
and all ſuch are living yeople, and ca- 


pable, chrough the Spirit, of mortifying 
the deeds of the body. 


Satisfied J am, that in our r preſent 
age, many have been awakened from 
the fleep of fin, ard have had in them- 
ſelves a true hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs; but being awakened by 
an ring mintttry, from that they 


expected to have their hunger and thirſt 


ſatisfied, 


Many may be awakened with, but 


they are not quickened by, an outward 


e It is,“ as Jeſus ſaid, © the 


© rit 
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Spirit that 2 and what can 
raiſe life, but that which giveth life? 


What can fatisfy a ſoul that thirlech 
after righteouſneſs, but that which 18 


in _y "truth the ſpring of righteoul- 


nmeſs? Ir is in ourſelves the "well 13 


to be found, that whoſoever drinketh 
thereof ſhall never thirſt; there 1s the 


ſpring that floweth up unto everlaſting 
lite, 


As the kingdom of heaven ſtands 
not in words, but in power; fo it is 
not words, but the power of God that 
can mortify the deeds of the body, 
change our Nature, and make us new 
creatures. 


Would words fill us with righteouſ- 


neſs, juſtice, truth, equity, and faith- 


fulneis, we ſhould have been a hol! 
nation long ſince; for there hath been 
no want of words, but there is ſtill 


| want of equity and faithfulnels 1 in mens 


deeds. 


Could good words reduce hearers 
to a righteous life, inſtead of ſaying, 
60 Walk 
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« Walk in the Spirit, Paul would 
have ſaid to the Galatians, cc Hearken 
to your Min:iter ;” he would have had 
no need to have recommended unto 
them an inward guide. Paul's expe- 
rience evidenced unto him, that it was 
not by hearing of words, but through 
his obedience to the law of the Spirit, 


that he came to mortiſy the deeds of 


the body, and lead a righteous life: 


and what he found to be effeftual in 


himſelf, 
churches, 


that he recommended to the 


Words, though never ſo numerous, 


may be forgot, they do not abide ; bur 
the eternal Spirit abides, that is the 


teacher that can never be removed into 


2 corner. The uſe of words, in the 
work of ſalvation, is to awaken ſuch 
who are aſleep in fin, and to turn them, 
as Paul turned the Heathens, to an 
inward guide; and for admonition, 
whilſt they are on their Journey, to 
keep with their guide. 


Had ſuch, who henna and chirſted 


after righteouſacls, preſſed after what 


they 
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they hungered for; had they acquaint- 
ed themiclves with the eternal Spirit, 
that begot thoſe deſires, and followed 
the leading thereof, it wouid have root- 


ed out pride and all felfiſhneſs ; it would 


have reduced them to an humble, low- 
ly, meck, patient, peaceable frame, to 


keep their promiſes, to be juſt in all 


their dealings, to do the thing that was 

right at all times; and this would have 
removed their burden, and given them 
reſt and peace. 


If we would be as the primitive 
Chriſtians were, we muſt begin where 
they did; we mutt turn to the light of 
righteouſneſs in our own hearts, and 
walk in that light until we become 


children of the light; we muſt walk 


in the juſt man's path by the guidings 
thereof, till righteouſneſs becomes our 
centre. This made the primitive Chriſ- 
tians a religious people indeed; by this 
they profited otherwiſe the blind igno- 
rant Heathens could not have come 
to be fellow- citizens with ſaints, and of 


the houſhold of God. 
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Paul was no ſettled miniſter at any 
one pl:ece, they heard him but ſeldom ; 
but they keard che voice of the eternal 
Spirit, as oft as they ſtrayed from 
Juſtice, equity, and faithfulneſs: and 
to this vuice Chriſtians ought to incline 
their ear; for under the new covenant, 


God doth ſpeak unto his people by his 


Son, through the eternal Spirit in their 
hearts. 


The firſt ſep to a life of righteouſ- 


neſs, is to acquaint ourſelves with that 


in our own hearts that reproves us for 
unrighteouſneſs; for until we come to 
this, we are itrangers to the foundation 
of a right converſation : for all build- 
ing, all journeying, all riſing, all ap- 
proaching, near to the kingdom of God, 
depends on our denying, turning from, 


and utterly forſaking what the light of 


righteouſneſs in our own hearts doth 
convict us of, and reprove us for : for 
by ſuch denials the deeds of the body 
come to be mortified. As we make this 


our concern, and are faithful therein, 


our light ſhines more and more; and 
the more light we have, the greater 
| _ diſcovery 
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diſcovery it makes of what is evil, 


what is to be denied, turned from, and 
forſaken ; and guiding our ſteps by 
this, we build on the true foundation, 
we walk in the living way, we grow 1n 
grace and the knowledge of Chriſt, and 
draw nearer and nearer to his king- 
dom and righteous government ; and 
all power is felt in a righteous life. 


This was the advice of Chriſt, 
e Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; 
that the way to eternal life 
was narrow; and what is this ſtrait 
gate, and narrow way ? Not ſelf-intereſt, 


nor yet ſelf-righteouſneſs. 


Self-intereſt is the root of all covet- 
ous practices, fraudulent dealings, and 
unjuſt actions. Self-righteoulnels | is the 
root of all formality and contention 
about religion, of: which there hath 
been, and ſtill is, too much in the 
Chriſtian world, perſecuting one ano- 
ther, as the unconverted Heathens did 
the primitive converts. 


Neither 
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Neither of theſe paths lead to that 
kingdom that conſiſts of righteouſneſs 
and peace. Had the converted Hea- 
thens waiked in theſe paths, they would 
not have been a holy nation; their 
converſations would have been in the 
earth, and not in heaven. But the 
ſtrait gate, and narrow way, that leads 
to a righteous life, is ſelf-denial ; a 
denying of every thing, the ſmalleſt 
concern, as well as things that ſcem 
weighty, proceeding from © an evil root; 


which nothing can manifeſt but an in- 


ward light, ſhining in its brightneſs. 
But with ſorrow may we ſay, it is rare 
to find one amongſt many, who lives 


in the practice of what he himſelf ac- 


knowledgeth to be right, Who 1s there 
but will confeſs, that to ſpeak the truth 
on all occaſions is a right thing? Who 
is there but will allow, that to Keep 
every promiſe, though it be to our 
hurt, is an honeſt thing? Who is there 
but will grant, that to do unto all men 
as we would be done by, is a juſt 
thing? Yet few live in the practice 
thereof ; and if we do not live in the 
Practice of what we know to be right, 
what 


1 


* c 


„ 


I 06 


5 woe ow OT” es 2 CD CD 3 = v 


| 


in the Spirit; 
of an inward guide; to deny and turn 
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what doth our knowledge profit us ? 


We may, as Iſrael in the wilderneſs 
did, keep moving; but unleſs we walk 
in the narrow way, we Can never come 


to a righteous life. 


And fo, if we do not wilfully ſhut 


our eyes, we may plainly tee, that the 


way to a righteous life, is to © walk 
* to follow the leadings 


from what the light of righteouſneſs in 


our own hearts manifeſts unto us to be 
unrighteous, unjuſt, or diſhoneſt. And 
by turning from evil, we come to em- 


brace the good; by forſaking vice, we 


come to be filled with virtue; by dying 


unto ſin, we come to be made alive 


unto righteouſnęſs; truth, equity, and 


honeſty, come to be uppermott, and 


we come to center there. And to ſuch, 


as Paul ſaid, „There is no condemna- 
they have the anſwer of a good 
conſcience ; peace with God. and peace 


tion, 


in themſelves ; peace whilſt they are 


herè, and peace when they go hence. 


CON- 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


GROUNDED ON THE 


FOREGOING DISCOURSE. 


MAN was made, as many will ac- 


knowledge, to glorify God, and 


to do his will on- carth : and that 
man might be capable of ſerving his 
Creator, according ro his will, "God 
gave him a meaſure of his good Spirit 
for an inſtructor; ſo that there was in 
man, as he was firſt created, much of 
God, much humility and meekneſs, much 
truth and faithfulneſs, much heavenly 
wiſdom and underſtanding. 


This eternal Spirit was to be man's 
head and leader, man's guide and in- 
ſtructor, in the paths of righteouſneſs. 
On his Spirit man was to fix this eye; 

to 
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to this Spirit man was to incline his 
ear; by this Spirit man was to be 
| governed ; and ſo following this guide, 
this leader, and this inſtructor, man 
would have beea capable of governing 
himſelf, and the creation over which 
he was made lord, according to the 
will of Gd. 


Did mankind live under this govern- 
ment of this eternal Spirit, we ſhould 
all bear the image of God; we ſhould 
be all godly, humble, lowly, meek, 
| merciful, patient, peaceable, upright, 
and faithful ; right in all our ways, 
and juſt in all our works. 


But man, not keeping with this 
guide, dilobeys the command of his 
Maker; ; and by yielding himſelf ſer— 
vant to another maſter, another ſpirit 
enters, as contrary in nature as darkneſs 
is to light: and as many as follow this 
leader ſerve not the God of heaven, 
but the god of this world : for every 
man is a a lervant to whom he obeys. 


'& Now 
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Now we being all the offspring of 
Adam in his fallen ſtate, bear his like- 
neſs; we have all in ourſelves, good 
and evil, a ſeed of grace, and a feed 
of fin, called in ſcripture, light and 
darkneſs, fleſh and ſpirit, the old man 
and new man, accarding to the growth 
of the ſeeds in us, and the dominion 
that they come to have over us; for as 
there is a difference between a feed and 
an herb, a plant and a tree, a child 

and a man; fo there is a difference in 
grace, and alſo in ſin: according to its 
growth i in us, ſo is the ſtrength thereof 
felt by us, and the names given in 
ſcripture are anſwerable thereto. 


For though we have all a ſeed of ſin 
in us, we are not over-maſtered there- 
with, nor captivated thereby, as ſoon 
as we are born: it muſt have a time to 
ſpring and grow in us, before it comes 
to have dominion over us. And I may 
ſay the ſame of the ſeed of grace, for 
it 15 allo of a growing kind; otherwiſe 
the kingdom of heaven, or government 
of Chriſt in the hearts of his people, 
would not have been compared to the 
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ſeed of muſtard, which, though it be 


but ſmall when it is ſown, yet through 


the ſpringing and growth thereof, comes 
to be of a high ſtature. 


We may find many in the world 
who are notoriouſly wicked, and much 
more wicked would they appear, were 
they not limited by an outward law: 


theſe were not ſo born; it is the growth 
of fin, and the dominion that it comes 
to have over men, that makes them 


notoriouſly wicked ; for the ſeed of fin, 
as it comes to full growth in any of the 
ſons and daughters of men, converts 


them into its own nature, by which 


they come to be habitually active in 
wickedneſs. 


This was the devil's aim in Adam' 8 
fall, but his deſign being not then fully 


; effected, he hath followed in all ages of 


the world, and at this day doth follow, 
the ſons * daughters of men, putting 
in their minds evil motions attended 
with various temptations, diſplaying 


falſe colours, and putting a n.ore beau- 


tiful gloſs on things forbidden, than 
C2 _ 
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fallen men can ſee in paths of righteouſ- 
neſs. And all his evil motions, tempta- 
tions, baits, faares, lures, - and falle 
colours, are to effect his firſt deſign, 
that we being taken thercwith, and led 

away thereby, might forget God and 
Dag him to take his Holy Spirit from 
; for till then, the god of this world 
eee call no man his own ; we may be 
his captives, but he hath not the whole 
dominion over us. 


'In our prefent age, light within, a 
law within, ſpirit within, Chriſt within, 
1s the ic. fing oi tome, ang little re- 
garded by many: but whether they 
know it or not, 1 muſt tell them, they 
icoT and flight the chiefeſt treaſure that 
_ever the ſoul of any man was poſſeſſed 
of; they flight the talent that God hath 
given to every man to improve, in 
order to their riüng from their fall, and 
returning to their native COUNTY, to 
live under the government of the eter— 
nal Spirit. Whinoſever is without Spirit 
and light within, is without God in the 
world. Take away this treaſure, and 


we 


— „ — — 


4 — — 


— ———— 


— 2—b - 


— - 
— — 


ſ 4 1 1 


we ſhall have nothing in us that is good: 


we ſhall be left quite e gracelels. 


We read of Jacob and Eſau, who 
were lively figures of theſe two ſetds in 
man, how they ſtruggied whiltt they 
were in the womb of itebecca,. 


And as there was a ſtruggling be. 
tween the ſerd of two nations in the 
womb of Rebecca, ſo there is a ſtrug- 


bling between the ſeed of two ing 


Coins in every man, which ſhall raiſe to 


rule in us, and to have the Whole do- 


minion over us. 5 

As we are born into the world, we 
are all innocent, though we have a 
ſeed of fin in us, we are not actual 
finners, until we yield to ſome ſinful 
motion proceeding therefrom: which 


the devil knows, though many are of 


another perſuaſion. And that the leech 
which he hath ſown may ſpring and 

grow, that an evil ſpirit may come to 
have the rule in us, he begias to ſtrug- 


ole betimes, before we well know the 


right hand from the left: and where 
C3 vice 
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vice is not kept down by careful 
parents, or guardians, it quickly gets 
heat; and ſuch may ſay, as many do, 
That there is no good thing in us.“ 
For, through the ſpeedy growth of that 
which 1s evil, they never have any ac- 
quaintance with that which is good, 
except inward rebukes, which few will 
acknowledge to be of God. 


For as weeds left to grow in a garden 
overſhadow and keep down herbs, ſo 
that they cannot grow; ſo doth vice 
ſuppreſs virtue, and make God's cre- 


ation ſuck ſtrangers to their Creator, 
that though in him they live, move 


and have their being, yet are they with- 
out ſenſe or feeling of his preſence. 


And as all evil motions that lead unto 
fin, all baits, ſnares, and lures, that we 
meet with in the courſe of our lives, 
are the ſtrugglings and ſtrivings of the 
evil feed; ſo all calls that we find in 
ourſelves for juſtice, equity, honeſty, 
truth, and faithfulneſs, with all inward 


checks, rebukes, and convictions, are 


the ſtrugglings and ſtrivings of the good 
ſeed : 
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feed : for if theſe things are hearkened 
unto, obeyed, followed after, and lived 
in, they keep down the growth of vice; 
ſo that though we have a root of ſin in 
us, it remains powerleſs ; ; it doth not 


riſe and come to reign over us. 


In which ſuppreſſing of vice, in order 


to the growth of virtue, parents and 


guardians ought to be much concern- 
ed : for as the wicked one takes the 
advantage of our childhood, to make 
us commit evil, before we have any 
acquaintance with that which is good; 


parents and guardians, like faithful 
weeders, ſhould eye, ſuppreſs, keep 


down, and ule all endeavours to root 


out every vice as ſoon as it appears, till 
grace grows, and a right Spirit comes 
to reign in them, and have the rule 
over them. 


But this is our preſent ſtate: as 
Eſau by his ſtruggling came to be the 
firſt- born in days paſt ; ſo iniquity, 
through the early riſing of the ſubtie 
ſerpent, is the firſt-born ſtill. And 
though moſt parents, in the Chriſtian 
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world, are careſul to provide weeders 
betlines, almoſt as ſoon as a child is 
born, yet tew weeds do they root up; 
and many parents none at all ; by which 
great ncglect, mot chi Id:en come to 
be wild, 1 {tubborn, ſelf-willed, diſobe— 
dent to jarents, and very ungodly in 
their lives. But the ground of all 
wngodlineis is the growth of that ſced 
which the wicked one ſowed. And 
how may vice be brought down when it 
15 come to a head? Not by parents, 
not by guardians, not by ſureties, and 
I may lay, not by preachers: bur as it 
was Jacob that ſupplanted Eſau, fo it 
mult be grace that muſt ſupplant fin. 
We lee, notwithitanding all preaching, 
more pride and haughtinefs, than hu- 
mility and meekneſs; more fraudulent 
dealing and contentious practices, than 
ſelf-denial; more teeking the world 
and the vanities thereof, than the king- 
dom of heaven, and the righteoufneſs 
thereof, And thus 1t will be whilſt the 
firit-born is uppermoſt. 


- And if we would have the firſt-born 
ſupplanted ; if we would have that 
which 


1 
which ſtrives to deprive us of liſe, 
light, and grace, and all goodneſs, 
made powerlets; if we wouid have that 
ſuppretſed, which continually labours 
to make us ſervants to fin, and bond— 
ſlaves to ſatan; if we would ſee the 
death of that winch makes us incapavie 
of glorifying God in our lives; if we 
would be, as the primitive Chriſtians 
were, delivered from the pov.er of dark- 
neſs, and tranſlated into the kingdom 
of the dear Son of God, to live under 
the government of his eter: Spirit, 
which was man's firſt ſtate; let us con- 
fider, how that which hinders came to 
riſe, and by what means it may be 
brought down, . 


I have ſaid, and ſay again, that it 
is not the indwelling, but the growth. 
of an evil feed, that makes the ſons 
and daughters of men proud, haughty, 
high- minded, envious, cruel, mercticis, 
fraudulent, and ungodly ; darkening 
their underſtandings, and making them 
ſtrangers to the elit of God in them- 
ſelves. And the groth of this evib 
ſeed ſtands in our often yielding to 

5 tuch. 
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ſuch evil motions as proceed therefrom, 
and that the ſubtle ſerpent knows; and 
we may know it alſo, from the mani- 
fold temptations we have thereunto, 


eſpecially where he finds them to be 
effectual. 


Who ever yielded to any evil motion, 


committing ſin, and taking pleaſure 


therein, that hath not been tempted 
again to the ſame thing ? Or who 1s 
there that doth not know, that the 


oftener we yield to any temptation, the 
{ſtronger our temptations are, and the 
harder to be denied? And by every 


yielding, this fin riſeth, and comes to 
have more power over us. 


And if it be by our yielding t to evil 
motions that the evil ſpirit riſeth, and 
comes to have power over us, it muſt 
be by denying evil motions that he 
muſt be ſupplanted, and made pres 


leſs in us. 


Whoſoever will be a follower of 
Chriſt, muſt firſt learn to deny himſelf. 
We muſt turn from whatſoever the on 

nal 
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nal light in our own hearts ſhews us 

to be ſelfiſh, though it may ſeem never 

ſo much to our diſadvantage; and by 

| denying ourſelves, we ſhall abundantly 
| deny the author ot all evil motions. 


Pride, pleaſure, and unrighteous 
gain, are baits that have caught many ; 
all which, with many other things, we 
muſt deny and turn from, if we will be 
followers of Chriſt in a righteous life : 
and by ſuch denials we ſhall find the 
root of iniquity wither, and grace 
grow; ſinful motions will diminiſh, 
and heavealy delires increaſe ; the ſmall 
ſeed will become the talleſt of herbs; 
and the lump come to be one in nature 
with the leaven. a 


But this denial muſt be whilſt the 
cockatrice is yet in the ſhell; whilſt 
fin is in the motion, before it comes 
to action; for finful motions may be 
turned from, but ſinful actions are paſt 
recall. And what can ſhew us the riſing 
2 of evil motions? Preachers. cannot, 
books cannot; nothing that is without 
can effectually ſhew us what is within; 
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it muſt be an inward light; it muſt be 
the candle of the Lord, the eternal 


Spirit, that was in the beginning given 
unto man for an inſtructor. 


There were in the creation good 


men, faithful men, ſelf-denying men, 


when there were no preachers, nor 


books, that we read of: and who was 
their teacher, but the eternal Spirit ? 


What guide had they but the light 


of righteoulneſs in their own hearts ? 


And did our prefent preachers make it 


their concern, to turn people's minds 
to eye this inward guide, and to be- 


come faithful followers thereof, we 
mould have more good men, faithful 


men, and ſelf-denying men, that can 


now be found ? 


Men or angels could not give better 


advice to a people, that was turned to 


this inward light, than Paul gave to 
the Galatians, when he exhorted them 


to © Walk in the ſpirit;” for if we 


are not guided by a right ſpirit, we can 
never lead a righteous life, 


As 
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As the ſeed of ſin grows and waxeth 
ſtrong in us by our yielding to evil 
motions, ſo the ſeed of grace grows 
and waxeth ſtrong in us by the denying 
of evil motions : the putting off of the 
old man, is the putting on of the new; 
and it is the new man that makes any 
of us to be new creatures, and to bring 
forth, in the courſe of our lives, a new 
and heavenly converſation. 


If we do not come to a denial of 
evil motions, and to live in a continual 
exerciſe thereof, though we hear preach- 

ers all the days of our lives, we ſhall 

be but as the door on the hinges, or as 

Iſrael in the wilderneſs, often moving; 

Vet as ſhort of a righteous life, as they 

| that then came out of Egypt were of 

having peaceable poſſeſſions in the pro- 
miſed land. 


We cannot come to a righteous life, 
# until our lights ſhine with ſuch bright - 
neſs, that we can fee the riſing of all 
evil motions at a diſtance: for as grace 
comes to be uppermoſt, the root of 
iniquity will be lowermoſt; as the one 

7 comes 


tongues, hands, and feet, are at liberty 
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comes to be before our faces, the other 


will be behind our backs. 


Our converſation is not in heaven, 


till truth comes to be in all our words, 


equity in all our deeds, and faithful- 


neſs in all our promiſes; this makes 
the ſons and daughters of men a holy 


nation, and a peculiar people; this 
makes ſuch as were Heathens to be 


true Chriſtians; and ſuch as were the 
vileſt of ſinners, worthy of the honour- 


able name of ſaints. 


Whence come pride and haughtineſs, 


contention and ſtrife, fraud and deceit, 
oppreſſion and cruelty, but from the 
author of all wickedneis? Where the 


fleſh, with the affections thereof, is 
crucified, ſuch things are not to be 
found; and, let us pretend to what 
religion we will, whilſt ſuch things are 
practiſed, we keep alive what ought to 


be mortified. 


Where an evil ſpirit is uppermoſt, 
men know no liinit; their ears, eyes, 


O 


„„ he a EE CS 


EL 5 ay my oo yr 3 


5 1 
F to hear evil reports, behold vanity, 
| ſpeak proudly, raſhly, unadviſedly, and 
deceitfully, to do violence, take bribes, 
y and go where they liſt. 


1 But where a right ſpirit rules, every 
$ member of the body is under a limit; 
/ the ear is turned from fables, and the 
$ eye from beholding vanity; they can- 
- not, as too many do, cover, diſſemble, 
a and lie, to accompliſh ſelf-ends: vain 
| communication 1s not allowed to come 
out of their mouths; their hands are 
limited from taking bribes, uſing of 
| violence, or doing any wrong; the 
paths of rioters they cannot walk in, 
but are lovers of righteouſneſs, and 
hhaters of iniquity in themſelves and 
others. And to this eſtate we might 
all come, by denying ſuch motions as 
the light of righteouſneſs in our own 

hearts manifeſts to be evil. 


4 And now my advice to all profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity is, that inſtead of con- 
tending about forms of godlineſs, they 

take heed to that in themſelves which 

leads to godlineſs; inſtead of ſearching 


= 


1 
the ſcriptures for a right form, they 
would labour to live under the govern— 
ment of a right ſpirit; for ſuch are 
delivered from the power of deckneſs, 
and return to Sion the city o God, 
and to the New Jeruſalem, Akin God 
is known and truly W 


One thing more I would have the 
reader to conſider, and that is this, 


Though every man that cometh into 
the world is attended with two ſpirits, 
yet can he have but one Lord, and 
he is Lord that hath the whole rule 
over us. 


The right of covernment, in all 


men, belongs to the eternal Spirit, that 


was with che Father before the world 


began, çalled in ſcripture the ſpirit 


of Chriſt; for in ſelus, the ſecond. 


Adam, no other ſpirit dwelt. He was 
not attended with two ſpirits, as the 
off-ſpring of fallen Adam are: he had 
not 1a himſelf light and darkneſs, good 
and evil, a fee of grace, and a feed of 
fin: but he was, as the ſcripture ſaith, 
« full of grace, and full of truth,” In 


him 


hi 
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him was life, even the life that the firſt 


Adam loſt, a ſpring of righteouſneſs; 


and this life he retained, though his 
temptations far exceeded thoſe of Eve, 
and ſo did keep out the evil ſpirit, 
which is the author of all wickedneſs. 
Though he lived many years on earth, 
and met with many provocations, he 
was, in the whole courſe of his life, 


humble, lowly, meek, merciful, patient, 


peaceable, juſt, and faithful; and there- 
in fulfilled all. righteouſneſs, and to did 
the will of God on earth. 


And the ſeed of grace in every man, 
is one in nature with the fulnefs that 
dwelt in him; and as this ſeed ſprings 
in any of us, and grows to ſtrength 


and ſtature, it makes us conformable 


to his image. The more grace any 


man hath, the more humble, meek, 


and merciful he is; the more light 
any of us have, the greater diſcovery 
it makes of what is amiſs in ourſelves 


and others; the more truth dwells in 


us, the leſs fraud and deceit is wrought 
by us, | 


| And 
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faith virtue, knowledge, temperance, 
patience, godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs, 
and charity; by which, as Peter ſaid, 
«« an entrance will be miniſtered unto 
us abundantly into the everlaſting king- 
dom of Chriſt.” A right ſpirit will 


the alone rule and government over 
us; and under the government of a 
right ſpirit, we ſhall] bring forth a 
right converſation, acceptable in the 
fight of God. „„ 


Now the prince of darkneſs, being 


all endeavours to blind the eyes of our 
underſtanding, and to keep us ſtrangers 
to this righteous ſeed, which is the 
ſpring of all grace and virtue, that he 
may draw us away from God and all 
godlineſs: and as ſuch as walk in the 
light of the Lord add virtue to virtue, 
until they are filled with righteouſneſs; 
ſo ſuch as follow the leadings of an 
evil ſpirit, add vice to vice, until they 


all 


And as we walk in the light, we 


ſhall grow in grace, and add to our 


come to be exalted in us, and to have 


an enemy to all righteouſneſs, uſeth 


come to be filled with wickedneſs; and 
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are ignorant of theſe things, many may 


1 58 J 


all ſuch have likewiſe but one lord; 


the prince of the power of darkneſs 
hath the whole rule over them. And 


theſe two ſtates are called in ſcripture 
life and death. 


Every man, as he cometh into the 
world, hath, as I may ſay, life and ſal- 
vation before him, death and deſtruc- 
tion behind him, and both at a diſtance. 
from him : he hath alſo a good ſpirit to 
conduct him in the way of life and fal- 


vation, and an evil ſpirit waits to lead 


him in paths of death and deſtruction; 
and moſt men are ſtrangers to both, 
although they be in them. And the 
preaching of the goſpel was, and ougnt 
{till to be, for the opening of ſuch blind 
eyes, to ſee the working of thefe two 
ſpirits in themſelves, and the leadings 
thereof, that they might turn from the 
evil, and become followers of that 
which is good, that he, whoſe right it 
1s, might come to have the rule in them 
and over them. 


And certain I am, that though many 


be 


balance, for doing 
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be found that have ſome ſight, fome 
ſenſe, and ſome feeling of the eternal 
ſpirit of ſ-fus: they have the know- 
ledge of ſoinething in themſelves that 
calls for juſt . cights. and an equal 
z unto all men as they 
wouid be dong by, for truth in their 
words, and faithtulneſs in their pro- 
mifes; fo that did they keep to this, 
they wou'd follow a right guide, and 


the ſeed of grace would grow, truth 


and faithiulne!s would grow: Kknow- 
ledges, temperance, patience, brother= 
ly-kindneſs, and charity, would grow; 
and we ſhould find in ourſelves, that 
an entrance into the kingdom of Chrilb 
would be abundantly adminiſtered. 8 


But whilſt the evil ſpirit remains 


un:nortified, ſelf ſtands in our way, 


and to accompliſh telf-ends, an equal 
balance is not kept, juſtice is not 


done, equity is not performed, pro- 
miles are not kept, undertakings are 


not faichfully managed, the faſhions 


and cuſtoms of this ſinful world are 


not foriaken; and that hinders the 


growth of the righteous ſeed; for as 


there 
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| there was no bringing down of the 


Canaanites whilft there was an accurſed 
thing in the camp; ſo there is no 


bringing down the ttrength of ſin whilſt 


we have more regard to ſelf than a 
Saviour ; and that which manifeſts ſelf 
is light, by it we ſee to what every 
evil motion doth lead, and walking in 
the light, we walk in che way of God's 
ſalvation. 


But ſome may ſay of this eternal life, 
as wicked men and ſons of Belial ſaid of 
Saul, the choſen of the Lord, © How 


ſhall this man fave us?“ What can the 


taking heed to this light advantage us? 
We find in ourſelves rebukes for ſin, 
but we find nothing 1 in ourlelves to ſave 
us from fin. 


To all ſuch J have this to ſay, Chriſt 
was given to the Gentiles for a light 
and for a leader. Whilſt we are in the 
nature of the Gentiles, whilſt we walk 
after the flzſh, whilit we follow evil 
motions, we are departed from God, 
we are aliens from the commonwealth 
of Ifrael, and are ftrangers to the new 

covenant 


1 
covenant that God made with the 
houſe of Jacob; and in that ſtate we 
cannot know Chriſt the Saviour of the 
world, any otherwiſe than as a re- 
prover; but thoſe reproofs, being re- 
proofs of inſtruction, are the way to life, 
even to that life that the firſt Adam 


through tranſgreſſion loſt. 


For if at thoſe reproofs we turn 
from ſuch things as we are reproved 
for, whether it be idle communication, 


intemperate livmg, unjuſt dealing, pride, 


paſſion, or any other vice, that the 


evil ſpirit of this world leads unto; 


and follow after righteouſneſs, doing 


| ſuch things as are juſt, upright, honeſt, 
and of good report; rebukes will ceaſe, 
and our reprover will become our lead- 


er; that which was behind our backs, 
will be betore our faccs, and that which 
would have led us, will purſue us, as 
Pharaoh purſued Iſrael, to bring us 


back to our old manner of living again, 


O 


and then we ſhall find Chriſt to be our 
Saviour. As many as followed Saul 


ſaw how he ſaved them from their out- 


ward enemies; and all that come to be 
followers 
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followers of the eternal Spirit of Jefus 


do ſee how he ſaves them from ſpiricual 
enemies. 


Whilſt we follow motions of ſin, we 
follow a wrong guide, and in that path 
we may know the prevailing power of 
: fin, but can never know the reſtraining 
| Power of grace. It is to as many as re- 
ceive Chrilt that he gives power; and 
none receive him, but ſuch as turn from 
their iniquities at his reproof, and con- 
fide in him for a Saviour; ſuch truly 

believe in his name. 


I grant, that the ſhining of an in- 
ward light, which 1s the firſt manifeſ— 
tation of Chriſt to the ſons and daugh- 
ters of men, ſeems at firſt ſmall and 
powerleſs; and ſo do our firſt motions 
to fin: but follow ſuch finful motions 
as far as they will lead, and we ſhall 
find them powerful enough. May not 
many be found at this day, even 
amongſt us who are called Chriſtians, 

ſo captivated under the power of fin, 
that a bond-ſlave, who is held in chains 
of iron, can eafier break his bonds, 


ariſe, 
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ariſe, depart, and return unto his native 
country, than they can ceaſe from ini- 


quity, riſe from their fall, and lead a 
ſober, righteous, godly life. 


And if the ſeed of ſin comes, by our 


following the motions thereof, to have 
ſuch power over us, why may not the 


ſeed of grace, if we return thereunto, 
and become followers thereof, have as 
much power over us? | 


Undoubtedly John, who had tra- 
velled from death to life, and was an 
eye-witneſs of things as they were in 


the beginning, felt in himſelf ſuch a 


power, when he ſaid, © Whoſoever is 
born of God doth not commit fin, for 
his ſeed reinains in him, and he cannot 
fin.” And many living witneſſes may 
be found, at this day, w who can far, 
from a ſenſible experience, That where 


this righteous feed is rien, and comes. 


to have dom: nion, it is ſo powerful 
and reſtraining, that they cannot be 
unjuſt in their dealings, nor unfaithful 
in their promiſes; they cannot tell an 
untruth, though never ſo much to their 

outward 
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outward advantage; they cannot be in- 
temperate, waſting the good creatures 
that God hath given for their nouriſh- 
ment, by exceſſive eating and drinking; 
they cannot oppreſs the poor, the wi- 
dow, and fatherleſs, nor take by vio- 
lence that which they have no right 
unto : the. ſmall feed in them is become 
the talleſt of herbs, and hath as much 
power over them, as ſin hath over ſuch 
who dwell therein, 1 5 


Theſe are, as the Coloſſians were, 
delivered from the power of darkneſs; 
theſe have, as the Philippians had, their 
converſation in heaven; theſe glorify 
God in their lives, and ſo anſwer the 
end of their creation. . 


Much preaching hath made many 
godly talkers; but it is grace in the 
heart, and truth in our inward parts, 
that makes godly livers. And to a 
fulneſs of this heavenly treaſure none 
of us can attain, but by denying ſuch 


motions as the eternal light of right- 


eouſneſs, in our inward parts, ſhews 
us to be unjuſt and diſhoneſt; for in 
D denying 
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denying the evil, we chuſe the good; 
and as the growth of ſin ſtands in our 


ill-doing, ſo the growth of grace ſtands 
in our well-doing. 


Our anceſtors have told us, „ That 


there was more honefty and plain-deal- 
ing amongſt men in ages paſt, when 
there was leſs preaching, than can be 
found amongſt men now.” And their 
ſaying I can ealily believe; knowing 
that it is a true ſelf-denial, and not the 


hearing of preachers, that muſt mortify 


ſin, change odr natures, and make us 
new creatures ; which is the ground of 
al! honeſty and plain-dealing, 


And of this true ſelf-denial, I am 
apt to think, we have much leſs than 
former generations had; for we ſee, 
though preaching abounds, pride, co- 
vetous practices, with many other 
| vices, ſuper-abound : and the reaſon 
to me is this, conformity to outward 
forms of worſhip, being more taking 
with people than the ſtrait gate and 
narrow way of ſelf-denial, hath in our 
preſent age gotten the name of religion, 

Chriſtianity, 
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| Chriſtianity, and true godlineſs; inſo- 


much, that ſhould a man add to his 


faith virtue, and all other graces, by 


which an entrance into the everlaſting 
kingdom of Chriſt is abundantly mini- 
ſtered, if there be not withal a con- 
formity to ſome outward way of wor- 


ſhip, he ſhall not paſs for a godly man. 
Nay, though his converſation be never 


ſo heavenly ; though he be humble, low- 
ly, meek, patient, peaceable, though 
truth be in all his words, equity and 
faithfulneſs in all his deeds; though he 
viſits the fatherleſs and the widow, 
and keeps himſelf unſpotted from the 
world; if he be not in the exerciſe of 
ſome outward form of godlineſs, he 
ſhall not be counted religious, nor 
hardly a Chriſtian.“ 


Conformity in every ſect, opinion, 


or perſuaſion, is become the character 
of a religious man, and the only band 


„But it is not hereby intended to diſcourage 
the aſſembling of ourſelves together for the 
publick worſhip of Almighty God, agreeable tv 
the advice of the Apoſtle, Heb. x. 25, 
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of unity and brotherhood ; if this fail, 
there ſoon comes an eſtrangedneſs: and 


ſo there is much preſſing into conformi- 


ties, but little minding the mortification 
of ſin, in order to a life of righteouſ- 
neſs. But, let out zeal for conformity 


be never ſo much, it is he that ordereth 
his converſation aright, that ſhall ſee 


the ſalvation of God. 


The conformity that the living Lord 


requires, is a conformity to the image 
of Chriſt in the courſe of our lives, to be 
e holy as he was holy;“ without which 
we cannot be, as the primitive Chriſ- 


tians were, of the houſhold of God; 

we are not come to the New Jeruſalem, 
and ſo cannot be fellow-citizens with 
ſaints. Though we bear the primitive 
Chriſtians name, we are not 1n the pri- 


mitive Chriftians nature; the firſt- born 


is not ſo brought down, as to have a 
right ſpirit alone to rule in us, and to 
have the dominion over us. 


If the ſayings contained in this book 
ſeem ſtrange unto the reader, it is be- 
cauſe the reader is a ſtranger to the 

primitive 
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d primitive, Chriſtians life: if he who 
|= Was their head and leader, were become 
n ours; had\we fellowſhip with them, as 
. they had with Chriſt; we ſhould have 
y an echo in ourſelves, anſwering to 
h what is here ſaid; our hearts would 
e an 

rl And the way to come to their right- 
d c.ous life, is to walk in the light, deny- 
e ing and turning from the leaſt thing 
e that it ſhall manifeſt unto us to be evil. 
h At the beginning of our journey, it 
i will ſeem a ſtrait and narrow way; but 


after we have travelled on a while, we 


L z ſhall run therein with great delight. 
1 F For the kingdom of heaven, or Chriſt's 
- | government by his eternal ſpirit in the 
x J hearts of kis people, doth not conſiſt 
1 ok righteouſneis alone: the righteouſ- 
1 & neſs that proceeds from a right \pirir, is 
) N accompanied with peace and Joy: as 
| ill-doing is attended with trouble and 
:.  - forrow, well doing is attended with 
8 peace and joy. All the pleaſures of 
i wickedneſs, that the whole world at- 
. fords, are not to be compared to tie 
> Joys of 2 righteous life, Every evil 
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motion we deny, in obedience unte 
Chriſt, affordeth a ſuperior joy to that 


which a warrior hath in battle, when 
his enemy flies before him. 


The Tews counted themſelves more 
holy than the Gentiles, though both 

made of one blood; and as both were 
the offspring of Adam, both had in 
themſelves good and evil. But to the 


Jews the Lord gave laws, ſtatutes, and 


zudgments, for a rule of righteouſneſs; 
and they, conforming thereunto in wor- 
ſhip and outward ſervices, counted 
themſelves, as we who are called Chriſ- 
tians do, holier than the Heathen. 


But this was a ſelfiſh perſuaſion in 
the Jews, and no better in us who are 
called Chriſtians, whilſt we continue in 
a (tate of degeneration: for no outward 


conformity, without inward ſanctifica- 


tion, can make any man holy; and no 
man is ſanctified, till fin is mortified. 


When the Heathens, through the 
preaching of the goſpel, turned from 


their darkneſs, and came to be follow- 
ers 
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ers of the eternal Spirit, thereby mor- 
tifying the ſtrength of ſin, they were 
more holy than many of the Jews, and 
called by the apoſtle Saints; which 
was more ſuitable than the name of 
Chriſtians; which was at firſt given in 
deriſion to the followers of Chriſt, by 
the unconverted Heathens at Antioch, 
and but once ſincerely mentioned in all 


the ſcripture; but the name of ſaints is 


peculiar to all truly ſanctified ſouls. 


As circumciſion gave many the name 


of Jews, ſo the imitating of John's 


baptiſm hath given many the name of 
Chriſtians ; but nothing can give Jew 
or Chriſtian the name of a faint, in 
truth, but an heart made pure, ſingle, 
upright, and honeſt, through the mor- 
tification of fin, called in ſcripture 
« The baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt ,” 
for that is effected not by any outward 
means, but by our walking after the 
Holy Ghoſt, Till this is wrought, 
though we have a Chriſtian name, we 
cannot bring forth a heavenly conver- 
ſation, and ſo the name profiteth little. 
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For we who are called Chriſtians, as 
we are born into the world, have in 
_ ourſelves a ſeed of fin as well as others; 


and for want of faithful weeders to root 


up vice as it appears, iniquity grows to 
that height, that nothing leſs than the 
powerful Spirit of Chriſt can bring it 
down; and from ſuch who remain 
ſtrangers to the working of this Spirit a 


cry hath gone forth, “ That there is 
no freedom from fin on this ſide the 


grave: but the Coloſſians, who were 
delivered from the power of darkneſs, 
knew better things; and ſo ſhould we, 
it we did turn from iniquity, acquaint 
ourſelves with their guide, and walk in 


newnels of life. 


A numberleſs number at this day bear 
the Chriſtian name, becaule it is eaſily 
obtained: nothing is required at the 


receiving of it but promiſes. But ſmall 


13 the number of ſaints, becauſe no man 


can be a faint, but by a performance 
of thoſe promiles; and that no man 
can do, untii] he turn to that in him- 
ſelf which manifeſts the works of the 
devil; and, on diſcovery thereof, deny, 


turn 
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turn from, and quite forſake them. By 


taking this away, and uſing this means, 
fin will certainly be mortified, the foul 
ſanctified, and ſuch as were ſinners will 
come to be ſaints. 


But as nothing diſcouraged the camp 
of Iſrael from going up to poſſeſs the 
land of Canaan, more than the report 


that ten ſpies gave of the ſtrength of the 


people that dwelt therein; ſo nothing 


diſcourageth awakened fouls from preſ- 


ſing after a life of righteouſneſs, more 


than the report that hath been given by 


profeſſors of godlineſs concerning the 


ſtrength of ſin, that it could not be 


overcome: when they that ſo reported 
never made trial in the way of God's 
ſalvation. 


All the ſpies ſpake well of the land, 
as all forts of people now do of a 


ſober, righteous, godly life and con- 


verſation : all will commend humility, 
meckneſs, moderation, temperance, pa- 
tience, chaſtity, and, above all, plain, 
uprigat, honeſt, juſt dealings, though 
they do not practite them ; and nothing 

1 D 5 hinders 
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kinders but this, the evil ſpirit of this 


world is uppermoſt, and few endeavour, 
in God's way, to bring it down. 


Had the camp of Iſrael made them 
a captain, and gone back into Egypt, 
they could never have ſubdued the 
Canaanites : and whilſt we allow our- 
telves to live in fin, it is impoſſible we 
thouid ſubdue it, for we ſtrengthen 
what we ſhould mortify. The Canaan- 
ites were made weak by war, and ſo 
muſt the ſtrength of fin ; with this dif- 
ference, theirs was an actual war, and 
ours muſt be defenſive. When, by the 
candle of the Lord that ſhines in our 
ſouls, we ſee an aſpiring thought, a 
luſtful deſire, a covetous inclination, or 
any other evil motion; if we ſtand 
on our guard, and deny it entrance 


into our affection, it will retreat, and, 


after many attempts being ſtill put 
back, will hardly attempt any more; 
at moſt, the motions thereof will be 
but weak. 1 ER 


Whilſt there — an accurſed thing 
in the camp, the enemy * An 
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Iſrael retreated: and ſo it is at this day; 
if we cover, if we hide, if we juſtify 
what our own hearts condemn, the evil 
prevails, and the good retreats. 


Let us but accuſtom ourſelves to 
true denials, and the ſtrength of ſin 


will, from day to day, be weakened; 


and as Joſhua and Caleb ſaid, „ The 
Lord will be with us ;”” his grace will 
be in our hearts, and his fear before 
our eyes ; truth, equity, and honeſty, 
will be uppermoſt; and then it will 
be as eaſy to lead a ſober, righteous, 
godly life, as ever it was to live a looſe 
and ungodly life: for though ſome- 
thing of ſin may remain in us, as ſome 
of the Canaanites remained in the good 
land, it will be powerleſs as they were ; 
and all our members that were ſervants 
to ſin, will become ſervants to righteouſ- 
neſs, as it is written, © The elder ſhall 
ſerve the younger. 


But if we rebel againſt the Lord, by 
joining with motions of ſin, as many 


Who are called Chriſtians, as well as 


Heathens, do, this war will be over 
D 6 before 


7 
hefore it is begun; that which is up- 
permoſt, will continue ſo; and as we 
live, ſo we ſhall die, receiving wages, 
not according to our words, but, ac- 
cording to our works: and then we 


Pall know that a Chriſtian name, with- 


out a Chriſtian converſation, will ſtand 
us in little ſtead ; for it is not he that 
is overcome, but he that overcometh, 
that the ſecond death ſhall not hurt. 
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1 
TO THE READER. 


\ OST men have learned to 

ſpeak well of grace, but 
few of them can tell what 
it is, or where it may be found : 
many will acknowledge it to be 


; the gift of God; yet think to have 


it from the lips of men : many 
are perſuaded, that all wickedneſs 
is for want of grace; yet, through 
their ignorance, flight the appear- 


ances thereof in themſelves : many 
are convinced, that there is a ſuf- 


ficiency therein, were it before 
men's faces, to preſerve them from 
great fins; but cannot belieye 
there is a ſufficiency therein to 

fave 


1 
ſave them from any ſin. Which 
plainly ſhews, that their ſpeaking 


well of grace is from hear- ſay, and 
nat from experience. 


This little Treatiſe ſheweth, what 
grace is, where it may be found, 
and how it comes to be before 
men's faces; that it is the onl 
ſaviour from ſin, and ſo the true 
ſalvation. For whoſoever is ſaved 
from fin here, ſhall certainly be 


tion hereafter: and that many may 


come to be witneſſes of this falva- 
tion 1s the deſire of 
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PAUL'S SPEECH 
To THER 


BISHOP OF CRETE, 


AUL, an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, 5 
writing to Titus, the firſt biſhop 


| of Crete, had this faying, © The grace 


of God, that/ bringeth ſalvation, hath 


b appeared untd all men, teaching us, 
that denying ungadlinels and worldly 
luſts, we mould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 


and godly, 1 in this preſent world.“ 


From which we! ighty ſayings theſe 
following queſtions ariſe, 


QuesT. 1. What is the grace of 
God? 


ANSW, 


11 


bringeth ſalvation, is no leſs than a 


adverſary to the devil, a deſtroyer of 
fin, and that which ſaves mankind 


therefrom. 


promiſed covenant, which God, by the 


mouth of his prophet Jeremiah, pro- 


miſed to make with the houſe of Jacob, 


which was, that he would write his 


law in their hearts, and put his Spirit in 
their inward parts: that his people 


might have a rule of righteouſneſs in 


themſelves to guide their ſteps by. 


As the princes of the earth rule and 
govern their people by an outward law, 
ſo the Lord reſolved to rule and govern 


his people by an inward law: they 


ſhould have no need to turn over the 
leaves of a book, as the ſeed of Abra- 


ham under the firſt covenant had, to 


know how they ſhould walk in right 


paths; but they ſhould know, by 


locking 


Axs Ww. The grace of God, that 


divine inſpiration, the gift of God to 
the ſons and daughters of men, an 


The gift of grace, under the goſpel 
adminiſtration, is the fulfilling of that 
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looking into their own hearts, what was 
right, and what was wrong ; what they 
might do, and what they ſhould leave 
undone ; what was juft, and what was 
unjuſt ; what was pleaſing to God, and 
what was not : for this law 1s a light, 
that enlightens men's fouls, as the ſun 
in the firmament enlighteneth our houſes, 
ſhewing what is clean, and what is un- 


clean; what may remain, and what is 


to be ſwept out. 


For as God made man in the begin- 
ning humble, lowly, meek, merciful, 
pure, peaceable, juſt, and faithful ; he 
would have all men to be fo. But for- 
aſmuch as nothing leſs than the good 
Spirit of God, in the inward parts of 
man, can reduce any of us to ſuch a 


qualification, God hath given to every 


man a meaſure thereof, to enlighten. 
his underſtanding, and to guide him in 


© the path of life and ſalvation ; and this 


meaſure, being the free gift of God, 18 
by the apoſtle in the text, and many 
other places of ſcripture, called grace. 


QuEsT., 


11 
Qurxsr. 2. Where doth the grace 
of God, that bringeth ſalvation, ap- 
pear ? 


Axsw. The great God, in his in- 
finite wiſdom and everlaſting love, hath 
placed his royal ſced and plant of re- 
nown in the hearts of the ſons and 
daughters of men, for that is the chief 
garriſon of the ſoul; there the grace 
of God, that bringeth ſalvation, may 
be found : from thence, until ir come 
to be veiled by clouds of iniquity, it 
ſhews itfelf a witneſs againſt all un- 
righteouſneſs and ungodlineſs. 


As every evil motion and temptation, 
that leads to ſin, appears within; ſo 
the grace of God, that is given to men, 
to ſave from ſin, appears alſo within. 


There is not a man born into the 
worid, if he has lived to commit fin, 
but hath felt and known in himſelf re- 
bukes for ſin; and theſe rebukes are 
the appearances of grace, and called 
in ſcripture light, and true light; for 
it manifeſts every work of darkneſs; 

it 
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he brought forth in this life: 
humble, lowly, m 
able, juſt, and faithful; 
devil in all his temptations, led a 
blameleſs * fulfilled all righteouſneſs, 


1 
it ſhews us both when and wherein we 


have done amiſs: and this it hath done 
in all ages. 


God hath not in any age left himſelf 


without a witneſs in the hearts of men, 


to declare his righteouſneſs, truth, and 
faithfulneſs. But there is as much 
difference between the appearance of 
grace, and the power of grace to ſalva- 
tion; ; the light of righteouſneſs, and 
that fulneſs which enables us to lead a 
life of righteouſneſs ; as is between a 
ſeed that is ſown, and the herb when it 
is come to full growth: but the one 
leads to the other; and it 1s he that 


{ attains to the fulneſs of grace, that 


comes to lead a ſober, righteous, godly 


life in this preſent world. 


It was faid of Jeſus, the ſecond 


Adam, That he was full of grace;“ 


and we may believe it from the fruits 
he was 
meek, patient, peace- 
ne reliſted the 


and 


L 82 1 
and in the whole courſe of his life, re- 
tained what the firſt Adam ſoon loſt, 
namely, the image of God: and who- 
ſoever grows in grace until he attains 
to his ſtature, namely, to be filled 


therewith, may be called, as Job was, 


« A perfect man.“ 


And as the appearances of grace 


are inward, ſo are all its diſcoveries, 
revelations, and teachings; whoſoever 
applies himſelf to man for a right 


knowledge of the things of God, goes 
to a wrong ſchool; For, as Paul 
truly ſaid, „that which may be known 


of God is manifeſt within.“ 


The proud, the covetous, the en- 


vious, and other ungodly perſons, may 
for a time, and a long time, have the 


appearances of grace; they may have 
rebukes for ſin; but if by ſuch rebukes, 


they do not learn righteouſneſs, they 
grow not in grace, neither doth grace 
grow in them; all ſuch hide their 
talent, and in time, for want of im- 
provement, come to have it quite taken 
from them; and being left graceleſs, 
lead 
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| lead a wicked and ungodly life 1 in this 


preſent world. 


QuesT. 3. If the grace of God ap- 
pears unto all, and if there is a ſuf- 
ficiency therein to make them godly, 


how comes it to paſs, that there are ſo 


many 3 ? 


Answ. As the grace of God that 
bringeth ſalvation, appears unto all 


men, ſo motions of ſin, that lead to 


. deſtruction, appear unto all men, and 
commonly make the firſt appearance. 
All men have evil motions and tempta- 
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are acquainted with any rebukes in 


3 themſelves for ſin; and the work of 


the devil is to make forbidden things 
appear deſirable, the world and the 
- vanities thereof to be full of pleaſant- 
* neſs: and as our affections come to be 
taken therewith, as we make the world 
our delight, and purſue after it, we 

depart from God; and though grace 
may make many appearances, though 


the good ſpirit of God may long ſtrive 
with us, though we have in ourſelves 


many 


tions in themſelves to fin, before they 
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we prone to perſe 
through a continued perſeverance, fin 
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many checks and rebukes, and are 
thereby made ſenſible that our ways 


and our doings diſpleaſe God, yet are 
2 vere therein ; and 


grows ; and comes to have dominion over 
us: and the devil making one ungodly 
perſon a bait to catch another, 1s the 
very cauſe why we have ſo many un- 


godly livers in the world. 


The further any man goeth from 
God and godlineſs, the leſs deſire he 
hath to return; and the more delight 


he takes in the vanities of this world, 
the leſs felicity he beholds in the things 


of God. And as long as one ſpark of 
grace remains, the devil will follow all 
ſuch with his temptations; for he can 
call none really his own, until they 
become quite graceleſs; and many ſuch 
graceleſs ones would be apparently 
found, were not wickedneſs limited by 
an outward law. 


Were, we, as Iſrael once was, with- 
out a king; or as the inhabitants of 
Laiſh, who had no magiſtrate in the 
land, 


: the Chriſtian name to be of the devil's 


have the appearances of grace, from the 


(3 1 
land, to put them to ſhame for any 
thing ; we ſhould find many who bear 


nature, working all manner of wicked- 
neſs. And ſo it highly concerns all who 


rebukes thereof, to learn righteouſneſs, 
that it may grow in them, and be their 


guide: for nothing but grace, and obe- 


dience unto righteouſneſs, makes any of 
us differ from the worſt of men in vile 
actions; for as all righteouſneſs pro- 
ceeds from a fulneſs of grace, ſo the 


aboundings of wickedneſs is through a 


* 


deprivation of grace. 


Quxsr. 4. What manner of ſalva- 
tion doth the grace of God bring ? 


Axsw. As the appearances of grace 
are rebukes for ſin, ſo the ſalvation that 


grace brings, is a ſaving from ſin. 


If grace teacheth men to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world, grace ſaves good men from ſin 
in this preſent world. 


8 We 


1%] 

We read of an angel that appeared 
to Joſeph, ſaying, © Fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife, for that 
which is ccnceived in her, is of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſhe ſhall bring forth 
a Son, and thou ſhalt call his name 
Jeſus, for he ſhall fave his 2 from 
their ſins.” 


Nothing defaceth the image of God 
in man but fin; nor can any / thing re- 


cover that image again, but our being 


ſaved from ſin. 


The mortification of fin brings men 


to their beginning: the more humble, 
lowly, meek, and merciful any man is, 
the more he reſembles his Maker ; the 
more patient, peaceable, juſt, upright, 
and faithful any man is found, the more 
conformable he is to the life nad nature 
of Chriſt. 


Paul told the Epheſians, that they 


were ſaved by grace; and what were 


thev ſaved from, but from the power 
of Sin and Satan? And where was this 
grace but in their own hearts: Before 
ney 
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they came, through turning from their 
iniquities, to have grace in their hearts, 
they walked, as thouſands now do, 
according to the courſe of the world, 
not denying, but fulfilling the deſires 
of their minds; and all ſuch are, as 
they then were, without Chriſt, without 
light, without life, without the ſenſe 


br feeling of any thing in them that 


was of God; aliens from the govern- 
ment of Chriſt's eternal Spirit in their 


inward parts, and ſtrangers from the 


promiſed covenant; knowing no more 
of a law 1n their hearts, to guide their 
ſteps by, than the ungodly men of this 


age do. 


But when they came to be quickened 
by Chriſt, and to have in their own 
hearts his good Spirit, and to be led 
thereby, they were ſaved from ſin, they 
came to have new natures, and ſo to be 
new creatures; and then they were no 
longer ſtrangers ro Chriſt's government 
by a law in themſelves, but ſubjects to 
righteouſneſs, citizens with ſaints, and 
of God's family. To which bleſſed 
ſtate we might all come, did we bur 

2 embrace 


1 


an 


embrace the gift of God for our ſalva- 


tion, and give ourſelves up to be taught 
and guided thereby; which would be 
our wiſdom, ſince nothing elſe can ſub- 
due Satan, {ave from ſin, and enable us 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 
in this preſent world. _ 


Saving from fin, on this fide the 
crave, may, to ſuch as are ſtrangers 
to Gud's ſalvation, ſeem an incredible 


thing; but were they ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the power of grace, as too 
many are with the ſtrength of ſin, they 


would ſay, “ Chriſt's yoke was eaiy.“ 


Hath it not been the ſaying of many 
ungodly men, „ That they would 
amend their lives, if they had but 


power.” 


Where the hearts of any, through a 
perſeverance in fin, come to be filled 
with unrighteoutneis, Sin and Satan 


have ſuch power over the faculties of 


their ſouls, that they cannot reſiſt evil 
motions and temptations; but muſt 
y:£14 chereunto, and ſuffer themſelves to 
be 
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be led away thereby, though they know 
it is to evil practices. 


And if fin hath ſuch dominion over 


ungodly men, why may not grace have 


as much dominion over godly men? 
Surely good Joſeph found ſuch a power 
in his ſoul, when he ſaid, How can I 


do this evil, and {in againſt God?” 


th being a "OR nfoiration, 


bnd the Þearrs of all good men; 


and the heart being the chief garriſon 
of the ſoul, commands every member 
of the body, holding them in with bit 
and bridle. 


The ear of a gracious man is ſhut 
from hearkening to fables and evil 


reports; his eye is turned aſide from 


gazing upon vanity ; his tongue is not 


' fallered to curſe, ſwear, lie, or to be 
employed in any idle communication; 
his hand is limited from taking of 


b bes to pervert Juſtice, and from 
taki: x by violence, or otherwiſe, any 
thing "hat | is not his own ; his feet are 
reitrained from going with the drunkard 
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to exceſs, or with a lewd woman to the 
chamber of wantonneſs, or with rude 
perſons to rioting, revelling, or an) 


other rude exerciſe : and by this do- 


minion, that grace comes to have over 
us, the Lord ſaves his people from their 
fins. And as we live in ſubjection to 
this power, we are ſervants to another 


prince; ſin and ſatan have loſt their 


dominion over us; and this is God's 


ſalvation; by this we come to live 
ſoberly, r ri gbteouſiy, and godly, in this 


preſent world. 


QuesT. 5 . .Who did the apoſtle 


mean da he ſaid, „Teaching us ;” 
was it the world in general, or only 
ſome particulars ? 


AxsSw. Chriſt was given as a light 
to the Gentiles; to which, as they be- 
came obedient, he was allo their leader 
out of all ungodlineſs, and they came 
to live under the government of his 
eternal Spirit in their own hearts: for 
ſuch only the Lord owns fer his people, 
and none but luca can call him Lord in 

truth. 


Grace 


4 


1 


* 
Grace appears unto all men: every 
one that is born into the world hath 3 
light in his foul, that ſhews him the 
motions of ſin, and rebukes him when 
and as oft as he yields thereunto. 


All righteouſneſs is learned out of 
the book of the law, when it comes to 
be written in our hearts; but that law 
being the law of the Spirit of lite, we 
muſt be quickened by Chriit, and have 
the Spirit of life, before we can learn 


from that law, 


Our anceſtors made it their concern 
to teach youth good manners, as tem- 


perance, moderation, chaſtity, civil be- 


haviour, to be dutiful to parents, to 


 ſhew reſpe& to their elders, to be cir- 


cumſpect in their communication, ſwift 
to hear, ſlow to ſpeak, to anſwer With 
meekneſs and gravity, to be true to 
their truſt, faithful in their promiſes, 
Juſt in their dealings, keeping to their 
word in all things, that their word might 
be taken in all caſes without doubt or 
icruple ; every one to know his place, 
and abide therein. 

E 4 Now 


11 
Now as we turn from ungodlineſs to 
lobriety, we bring forth all theſe fruits 
in our lives; for grace teacheth all 
this and much more; but ſince we 
Find ſo few thus qualified, we may 
ertainly conclude, that though grace 


appears unto all, all are not obedient 


thereto, 


QuesT. 6. We muſt confeſs that we 


have known inward rebukes for fin; 


we have been checked, reproved, and 
convicted in ourſelves after we have 
done amiſs; but we have not found 
any thing in and of ourſelves, when 


frrong motions and temptations have 


ariſen in our minds, to reſtrain us with 
bit and bridle from doing amiſs; and 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts in 
our own ſtrength, ſeems too hard for any 
mortal; eſpecially when any lordly ſin 
hath got the dominion over us: what 
can we do in ſuch a Caſe ? 


Answ. Could man, in his own 
ſtrength, deliver his foul from under 
the power of {in and fatan, return 
unto God, and lead a ſober, righteous, 


godly 
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godly life in this preſent world, there 
would have been no need of a Redeem- 
er, no occaſion for a Saviour, no uſe 


of a quickening Spirit, to give life to 


our ſouls, no neceſiity of God's writing 
his law in our hearts, for a rule to 


guide our ſteps by; no want of a light 


in our ſouls to ſhew us where the devil 
ſpreads his ner, caſts his bair, lays his 
gin, and diſplays his falſe colours: but 


man can no more deliver his ſoul froin 


the power of fin and ſatan without the 


help of the Lord, than Ifrael, when 


they were in Egypt, could go free from 
the ſervitude of Pharaoh without his 


help; therefore grace appears unto al} 
men for their aid. And though the ap 
pearance of grace may ſcem but imall 


aid to {et our fouls free from the ſervi- 
tude of fin and ſatan, and to conduct 
us in the way of life and falvation, 


til] we come to the end of our race, 


to live under Chriſt's government; it 
is not ſmaller than Iſrael's aid was, to 
bring them from under the ſervitude 
of Pharaoh, and conduct them to the 
promiſed land. 


-K 6 Iſrael's 


_ * - = 
* 6 nn — 1222 
* ol — * . - * of 
» ah . Tx — _ —_ . — 
* . 


1 94 ] 
Iſrael's aid was but two aged men 
(the younger of them being about 
eighty years old) having no weapons 
but a rod in one of their hands; ; yet by 
this ſmall mieans, God being with them, 
they brought from under the power and 
ſervitude of Pharaoh, fix hundred thou- 
ſand men, beſides women and children: 
and grace, being a divine inſpiration, is 
aid enough to bring ſix hundred thou- 
ſand millions from under the ſervitude 
of fin and power of ſatan, did men but 
confide therein, and give themlelves up 
to be guided thereby. 


thereunto, beget a fear in men, as the 


ſhaking of the rod doth in children ; : 
and as Pee The fear of the Lord 1s he 


beginning of a reformation of our 
lives, 


ing 
a lie, and. have regard to that which 
checked me, I ſhall be afraid of making 


If I am checked in myſelf for N 


for not Keeping my promiſe, or for 


Inward rebukes, if we have regard 


beginning of wiſdom,” ſo it is the 


another; or if I find in myſelf rebukes 


doing 
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doing any thing amiſs, and have regard 


to ſuch rebukes, I ſhall be ani to 
do the like, leſt the next rebukes be 


ſharper ; and as this holy fear abides 


in us, we come to deny ungodlineſs, 
and in denying ungodlineſs we learn 


righteouſnels : but ſuch as find in them- 


ſelves rebukes for fin, and have no re- 
gard thereunto, are like unto children 


that carry horn - books at their ſides, 


and learn nothing therein : they are no 
ſcholars in the ſchool of grace. 


We have read, that © Reproofs of 
inſtruction are the way to life,” and 


many good men may be found at this 


day, who will acknowledge that they 


had never come to a life of righteou!- 


neſs, had they not had reproofs of in- 
ſtruction from their own hearts, by 
which they came to deny unrighteoul- 
neſs. For where rebukes for fin are 


received in love, the Lord doth not 


leave ſuch ſouls, but follows them 


therewith; and the more vices they 
ſubdue, the more, in the light of the 
Lord, ſhall they ſee, and "the more 

E66 power 
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overcome them. 


willing to let Ifrael go, he ſhall have 
another, and another, until he be wil- 
ling; and if one rebuke will not make 
us willing to part with a beloved fin, 
we ſhall have another, yea, trouble and 
terror, 


Paul knew terror before he came to 


tain victory. Nothing hath power to 
break the bonds of captivity, and ſet 
us free from the law of ſin and death, 
but the law of the Spirit of life in our 
own hearts. 


Iſrael's main enemies were not ſub- 
dued as ſoon as they came out of Egypt, 
but when they came into the promiſed 
land; neither is the body of ſin made 
weak as ſoon as we turn from unright= 


life of righteouſneſs, to have grace 
before 


power ſhall they receive from him to 


If one plague will not make Pharaoh 


a ones ww cs. and 


find peace with God, and peace in his 
own conſcience ; he was acquainted 
with judgment, before he came to ob- 


eouſneſs, but when we come into the 
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before our faces, as Joſhua was before 
their faces: for ſin cannot ſtand in the 
face of righteouſneſs, no more than 
the Canaanites could itand in the face 
of Joſhua. | DE 


And if any lordly fin hath got do- 
minion over us, I ſhall not fay, as one 
formerly ſaid, © Fight not with great 
nor ſmall, but with the king of Iſrael;“ 
but rather when violent motions ariſe, 
ſtand ſtill, and the Lord will fight for 
us ; for as our hearts come to be poſ- 
ſeſſed with grace, if the enemy ſhould 


come in as a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord, being in our inward parts, will 


lift up a ſtandard againſt him. 


The Lord's controverſy is not, as 
men vainly imagine, againſt the ſinner, 
but againſt the author of fin ; his ap- 
pearances are all in love to ſave the 
ſinner, and by his judgments to weak- 


en the ſtrength of ſin : for man once 


freed from fin, is as willing to lead a 
righteous life, as any ungodly man can 
be to lead a wicked life, and more 
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joy he hath, though the world cannot 
RE IC; -- 


Quesr. 7. What may truly and 


properly be called a “ ſober, righteous, * 


oodly life ?” 


Answ. A ſober life, many may, in 


ſome meaſure, be acquainted with, but 


a righteous, godly life, is rarely con- 
ſidered, 


Devorion, which conſiſts in hearing 


of ſermons, reading of good books, per- 


forming of family duties, &c. hath for 
many ages been accounted godlineſs, 


and the practitioners thereof righteous. 


people. 


Theſe things are not to be diſcom- 
mended, where they are done in ſinceri- 
ty; but theſe are not the true character 
of righteouſneſs and godlineſs. 


This and much more might be found 


amongſt the Scribes and Phariſees, yet 
Jeſus told his diſciples, that © Except 
their righteouſneſs exceeded the right- 

eouſneſs 
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eouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
they could in no wiſe enter into the 
kingdom of (30d. 


And who is there amongſt us, that 
are called Chriſtians, but. « one day in 
ſeven will be in the exerciſe of ſome- 
thing that is called godlineſs, though 
they have not learned to deny ungodli— 


neſs? And ſuch as have not learned to 


deny ungodlineſs, are far from ſuch a 
righteous, godly life, as the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt teacheth all its 


follow ers. 


One way to know what is righteous 
and godly, is to conſider what is un- 
righteous and ungodly, for the one is 
oppolite to the other, as light to dark- 
neſs : and theſe things that follow, moſt 
will acknowledge to be unrighteous and 
ungodly, viz, drunkenneſs, whoredom, 
theft, envy, hatred, bloodſhed, ſwear- 
ing, curſing, lying, extortion, fraud, 
double-dealing, tale bearing, and whil- : 
pering, which is the ſeed of ſtrife : all 
theſe things are unrighteous, and pride, 


above many evils, moſt ungodly, 
Theſe 
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Theſe are not fruits proceeding from 
the good Spirit of God, but from the 


evil ſpirit of this world; not iſſues of 
life, but ſtreams that dw from a cor- 


rupt ſpring; theſe come not from the 
teaching of grace in our hearts, but. 
from evil motions that ariſe in our 
theſe make us ſinners before 


the Lord; and as long as we live in 


the practice of any of them, we ſhall 
not be righteous in his ſight : 
that brought forth fruits of this kind, 
have, in all ages in the world, been teſti- 


thoſe 


fied againſt as unrighteous and ungodly 


vers. 


given to phyſicians to cure, but behold 
health hath not been by them reſtored. 


Theſe are weeds that thouſands have 
been hired to pluck up, but to this 


day have not made clean gardens, nor 
never will by all the art they have, for 
Chriſt is the Phyſician of ſouls; none 


can take away the ſins of the world, but 


he alone. 


Whoſoever thinks to attain to a right- 


n, godly life, but by the teachings 


oh 


Theſe are infirmities of the 
ſoul, that millions of money have been 
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of grace in his own heact, deceiveth his 
own ſoul. 


Men may lop, or hinder the growth 
of many branches of 1niquity that ap- 
pear outwardly, but cannot take away 
the cauſe which is within; and until 
the cauſe is removed, there can be no 
thorough cure, 


As grace hath a ſpring, ſo iniquity 
hath a root, and the axe that ſmites 


at this root is in Chriſt's hands; and 


what is the axe, but the law of the 
Spirit of life, a law of righteouſneſs in 


our inward parts. This wrought a 


perfect cure in Paul, this made him a 
free man, a good man, and a preacher ; 
and that which cured Paul, and ſet 
him free from the power of fin, hath 
a ſufficiency in it to ſet all men free 
therefrom, = 


e Walk in the Spirit,” ſaid Paul, 
ce and ye ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the 
« fleſh;” that is the only remedy, that 
is the ſoul-healing ſalve ; and what is the 
walking in the Spirit, but following this 

leadings 


CE, 
leadings of grace in our own hearts ? 
For grace, as it comes to have the 
rule over us, brings down all exalted 
thoughts, abaſeth pride, ſhuts out co- 
vetoulneſs, gives no place unto wrath, 
reducech us to a cool, quiet frame of 
ſpirit, in which frame we can bear and 
ſuffer. Grace will not ſuffer us to do 
any unjuſt thing, nor allow us to ſpeak 
an ill word, much leſs to be drunk, 


commit whoredom, ſteal, or any ſuch 


abominable vices : for it is the promiſed 
Spirit of truth that leads into all truth, 


leads out of all error, and ſo brings 


ſalvation indeed. 


No man can lead a righteous life, 
till a right ſpirit comes to have the 
whole poſſeſſion of his heart; for from 
the good treaſures of the heart proceed 
all good living; for that is the guide, 
and this guide being a divine nature, 
makes us to be heavenly minded. 


Nothing exceeds the righteouſneſs of 


the Scribes and Phariſees, but the right- 
eouſneis that proceeds from a right 
Spirit in our own hearts; for that is 
os not 
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not our own righteouſneſs, but the 


| righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


As murder, adultery, theft, which 
are ſome of the worſt of evils, proceed 
out of the heart, whilſt the evil ſpirit 
of this world hath the poſſeſſion there- 
of; ſo good-will to all men, which is 
a principal virtue, proceeds out of the 
heart, when the good Spirit of God 
comes to make its abode there; but 
this abode is not known, till by denying 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, the ſpirit. 
of this world is denied, and thereby the 
heart cleanſed ; then, and not till then, 
can we come to know *© the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs.” . 


| He that is reduced to ſuch a qualifi- 


cation, as to have good- will to all men, 
is of all men moſt godly; for as God, 


in his unlimited love to mankind, 
te cauſeth his ſun to ſhine on the evil 
and on the good, and his rain to de- 
ſcend on the juſt and on the unjuſt;“ 


ſo he that hath good-will to all, will 


not wrong any, oppreſs any, ſhew 
violence to any, or ſpeak evil of any, 
| bur 


and faithfulneſs; 


character of a ſober, righteous, godly 
2nd 


and alone by 
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but be ready to ſerve all men in love 
and this is a true 


man ; ſuch is converted indeed, 
berome a weaned child, and is en- 
tered into that kingdom that conſiſts 
in righteouſneſs, peace, and 397 in the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


And fince this reformation 1s only 
the grace of our Lord 
give me leave to lay, 


Feſus Chriſt, 


with the prophet, a, Every ane 
come ye to the waters 
hath 2. 
_ deſire in his ſoul after righteouſneſs, 


that thirſteth, 


and drink; every one that 


turn in to the grace of God in his 


own heart. The waiter that the pro- 
phet invited all thirſty ſonls unto, is no 
other than that which Ct giveth ; 
and whoſbever drinketu - ereof thirſt- 
eth no more, but yur, 4» many at 
this day car witncls, a well in himſelf, 


not only ifluing, but flowing up to 


eternal life, 


The grace of God is a free gift, 
without. money and without price ; 
nothing 


nk, + © ey 
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nothing is required on man's part, but 
to hearken thereunto, and take counſel 
therefrom ; Hear, faid the prophet 
« and your ſouls ſhall live.“ 


Adam, hearkening to evil motions, 
died unto righteouſneſs, and ſo do all 
ungodly men ; but he that hearkens to 
the voice of grace, lives unto right- 
- eouſneſs, and from the flowings of that 

; ſpring that he hath in himſelf, leads 
rd W O . k k , 
a a ſober, righteous, godly life in this 


£4. ; preſent world. 
ers. |} 3 z 1 
n Hearing and reading, at the beſt, 
. tend to inſtruct us in what we ought to 
his do; but godlineſs is doing what grace 
5 teacheth; and all ſuch doings are right 
no and good. 
 % 3 
ſt. Qursr. 8. Were not the ſcriptures 
at | written for our learning, and are not 
15 they a ſufficient rule of righteouſneſs ? 
60 f 
; Axsw. The ſcriptures are a rule; 
but who can walk by that rule, unlefs 
: be be inſpired with the good Spirit of 
—- = woe! 
5 
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The houſe of Jacob had only ten 
commands written on tables of ſtone, 
but many other ſtatutes and judgments, 
proceeding from a righteous judge, 
written in their books, and not only 


read, 


but alſo expounded unto them 


every ſabbath- day, that they might 


walk in righteous 


paths; but though 
they had the words of God in their 


books, many had not the fear of God 


in their hearts, and ſo though they had 


a great zeal for an outward worſhip 
and form of devotion, yet were they 


ungodly | in life and converſation. 


And what ſhall ! ſay 
called Chriſtians ? 
of God, and the words of Chriſt 
words of the prophets 


can we 2 


is Chriſt's direction; 


of us who are 
We have the words 
„ the 
„ and the words 
of the apoſtles in our books; we have 
large rules of righteouſneſs, but do 
we guide our ſteps by our rule ? Or 


The Chriſtian's rule of righteouſneſs 


let us, who ſay 
the ſcripture is our rule, examine our 
abilities to walk by our rule: Are we 


lights 


* from committing adultery, 
have not ſo much as a luſtful thought? 
Are we ſo far guided by the truth, that 
every word, 
mouths by ry of promile, 1s ſure 


[op 1 
lights to the world ? 
works glorify God, or ſh ume our 
Chriſtian profeſſion ? Are we ſo far 
that we 


that proceeds out of our 
and ſtedfaſt? Can we © refrain from 


3 ſmiting when we are ſmitten ?”” Can we 
© give our cloak to him that ſues us at 


{the law, na wrongfully takes away 
our coat? Can we © love our ene- 
mies?“ Can we © bleſs them that 


curſe us ?”” Can we do good to them 
that hate us?“ Can we © pray for 


them that deſpitefully vie us!“ Can 
zwe © depend on God's providence, 
without taking care what we ſhall eat, 
or what we ſhall drink?“ Can we 
3<< do unto all men, in all things what- 
ſoever, as we would that they ſhould 
do unto us?” 
can we bow our hearts and minds there- 
zunto ? This is Chriſt's burthen, and 
can we bear it? 
was eaſy, and his burthen light * but 
tif theſe things are too hard, and too 


This 1s Chriſt's yoke ; 
He ſaid, 


ce his yoke 


heavy 


Do our good 


. FIST > eo Pa 
* - - 


a 4 


1 
1 
1 
| 


{ 108 ] 


heavy a burthen to us, it is becauſe we 


have not his grace and his Spirit; we 
have a Chriſtian name, but are not in 
the Chriſtian nature; we have a rule, 
but have not power to walk by our 
rule; and then what good does our rule 
do us? 


If ever we think to walk by ſcrip- 


ture rules, if ever we intend to keep 
our Lord's command, and if we would 


lead a righteous, godly life in this pre- 
ſent world, we muſt turn in to the grace 
of God in our own hearts, for that gives 
us power to keep to our rule. 


It was for want of grace, that the 


ſeed of Abraham could not keep Moſes's 


commands; it is for want of grace, 


that Chriſtians do not keep Chriſt's 


commands: he lays no or bur- 
then on us than what he bore him- 


elf; the fulneſs of grace that dwelt 


in him, made all theſe things eaſy to 
him; and, as we grow in grace till we 


come to be filled therewith, they will 


be eaſy unto us: grace mortifies ſin, 
and 
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and where ſin is mortified, nothing is 
eaſier than to lead a righteous life. 


On. But ſome may ſay, our de- 


pendance for life and ſalvation is not 
on works of righteouſneſs, but on 


faith: we believe, and therefore hope 


to be ſaved. 


Ab 1 know that is moſt men's 


dependance, and faith we all think we 
have : bur 1s it a faith that purifies the 


heart, and makes our bodies fit temples 


for the Holy Ghoſt ? 


Paul put the Corinthians on an ex- 
amination of themſelves, on a trial and 
proof of their faith, and it would not 


be amiſs, if all that account themſelves 
believers did prove their faith by the 


ſame touchſtone ; © Know ye not,” 


ſaid Paul, © that Chriſt is in you ex- 
cept you be reprobates ?” 


Was Chriſt in the Corinthians ? And 


is he not in all men that turn from 
ungodlineſs, and come to have their 


3 hearts purified ? 


F Haw 
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How can we know the only true 
God, if we do not behold his preſence ? 
How can we know our Saviour, if he 
be not in us, to ſave us from our ſpi- 
ritual enemies, as Joſhua was in the 
camp of Iſrael, to ſave them from their 
outward enemies? And this is life eter- 
nal, not only to hear of a God and 
a Saviour, but to know him; to feel 
the power of God, and to be witneſſes 
of Chriſt's ſalvation ; theſe are believ- 
ers, and true believers, for their eyes 
have ſeen what they believe. 
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Faith and works of righteouſneſs go 
together ; he that hath the one hath i 
both, and grace is the ſpring from | 
whence both proceed ; the reprobate, | 
the ungodly, the graceleſs, have neither. 


; 
1 
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Quxsr. 9. If inward and ſpiritual 
grace be ſufficient to teach us our duty 
towards God and man, and to eſtabliſh 
| us in righteouſneſs; wherefore was 
| BY there an outward miniſtry, and to what 
| 
} 


end were apoſtles, prophets, evange- 
liſts, paſtors, and teachers, given to the 
14 church? 1 


11 
1 ; q 
| 1 Axsw. 
Bt . | | 
| j 


4: 23k; 3 
Answ. Paul, as he told king Agrip- 
pa, was made a miniſter and a wit- 
neſs : he was a witneſs of the powerful 
operation of grace in his own foul, and 
ſo could tell others what it could do 
for them. 


In the ſtate of degeneration all men 
are ſtrangers to grace, they know not 
the Lord; and the work of the mini- 

ſtry is to open the underſtandings of all 

ſuch, and to turn them to this heavenly 
teacher, ſince nothing elſe can enable 
them to lead a ſober, righteous, godly 
life in this preſent world. 


And as ſome were ordained to plant, 
ſo others were given to water, that no 
young plant might wither before it came 
to be rooted and grounded. 


We find that, in the primitive times, 
ſome declined from what they had at- 
tained to, for that they kept not with 
their guide; and with ſuch Paul was 
forced to travail in birth again: for as 
plants are not grounded as ſoon as they 

. are planted, ſo men are not eſtabliſhed 
F.2 in 
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in righteouſneſs as ſoon as they are 


turned from unrighteouſneſs ; and ſuch 
as were ſtrong, were to watch over the 
weak, and lend them a helping hand 
in their travails, until they all came, in 
the unity of the Spirit, to be perfect 
men, and then there is no more need 


of man's help; and we are all perfect 


men, when a right Spirit comes to have 
the whole government in us. 


But who are fit to plant and water ? 
No ungodly men, for ſuch have not 


the Spirit of Jeſus, ſuch know not the 
way of God's ſalvation themſelves, and 


ſo cannot direct others theretvu, nor 
lend them a hand therein; but ſuch as 


are, what Paul after his converſion was, 


not only miniſters, but witneſſes of 
what they tcſtify ; or ſuch as have tra- 
vailed in the way of God's ſalvation 
themſelves, and are come, through the 
teachings of grace, to that ſtrength 
and perfection, as to deny ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts, and to live 


ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 


preſent world.“ 
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Life and Nature of CHRIST, and 


true CHRISTIANS: 


With a Deſcription of true GoDLINESs, 


and the Way by which we may conform 
our Lives thereunto. 


ANY prot=ffors of Chriſtianity, 
in our preſent age, conclude 
that Godlineſs conſiſteth in hearing, 


reading, praying, praiſing, &c. which 


Oo? 


are all good exerciſes, if right ly per- 
formed, and may be called Chriſtian 
ee tor all true Christians are re- 


quired, and, hy the good Spirit of God 
To 
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in their own hearts, often ſtirred up to 
perform them. 


Howbeit, the performance of theſe 
and ſuch like things alone, is no certain 
proof of Codlinefs, Chriſtianity can— 
rot be tnown thereby, for as there 


was a more excellent rig tet uſneſs than 


what was found in the zezious Phari- 
ſees, fo there is a more excellent goulls 


nels then what appears in moſt pro- 


felled Chriſtians, 


For hearing, reading, praying, praiſ- 
ing, with other exeiciles of that nature, 


may be imitated ; the ungodly, as well 
as the godly, the formaliſt, as well as 


the ſincere, may be found in the prac- 


tice of {.ich things; but true godlineſs 


cannot be imitated, being the natural 
effects of the rule and government of 
a right Spirit, and may be truly called 


the "iffues of life, which none can 


bring forth, bur ſuch who are Chrit- 
tians indeed. 


True godlineſs is ſupernatural, and 
fo above the reach of Adam's oit- 
| Ipring, 


A 
1 
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to 


E 
fo ring, who, whilſt they continue 1n 
x of fall, are ſervants to ſin; we mul: 
be reduced to a god like nature before 
we can bring forth a godly converfa- 
tion : grapes cannot be expected from 
thorns, nor figs of thiſtles; the tree 


mull be made good * the fruit 


can be good; a righteous life is the 


natural effects of a right Spirit; our 


lights cannot fhine forth before N | 


vac) we are enlightened with the ligh 
of Chriſt: without a true ee e 
there can be no true converſation ; for 


all men, in the nature of fallen Adam, 


being ungod-like, until they are raiſed 
by Chriſt the ſecond Adam, cannot live 
cod-like, 


The liſe and nature of Chriſt, all 
true Chriſtlans, who have the Spirie of 
Chritt, may End in themſelves; and 
others may have {ame ents thereof by 
reading and well confivering the con- 


tents ot the fifth, üxch:, and ſeventh 


chapters of Matthew, where it is taid, 
that © Jeſus ſeeing the multirue, went 


up into a mountain, and when hz was 
ſcr, nis diſe: piles came unto ha, and 
4 he 
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he opened his mouth and taught them;“ 


and what he taught his diſciples then, 
he teacheth all true Chriſtians now; 


that dwelt in him deſcended, and did 
then, doth now, and to the end of the 


World will, tabernacle with all the Lord's 


Teacerned to be their teacher; and as 
Many as walk after this Spirit 2 are taught 
of Chriſt, and walk in his footſteps; 

for as no vine beareth one kind of 
grape, and the branches another, ſo 
all the members of Chriſt anſwer the 
life of Chriſt in their converſations ; 


They are naturally humble, lowly, 


meek, merciful, patient, peaceable, 
juſt, upright, honeft, and faithful: a 
Chriſtian is not known by his words or 
his devotion ; but by his works, his 
nature, his life, and his converſation. 


I ſhall not inſiſt on all particulars 


contained in the fore-mentioned chap- 


ters, but chiefly on the five following 
exhortations or commands of our Lord ; 


the leaſt of which, for a true trial of 
Chriſtianity, is more to be obſcrved 


than that command, Luke xxii. 19. 
« This 


though he aicended, the Holy Spirit 
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cc This do in remembrance of me ;” 
for the proud as well as the humble, 
the cruel as well as the merciful, the 
fraudulent as well as the juſt, the un- 
godly as well as the godly, can conform 
ro the one, dut cannot conform to the 
other. 


The true trial of Chriſtianity is to 
be found in the life and nature of 
Chriſt ; if the Spirit of Chriſt hath the 
rule in us, theſe following fruits will 
be brought forth by us. 


1. In all our communication, our 


yea will be yea, and our nay, nay; 


the word that goeth out of our lips will 
be ſure. 


He that is a Chriſtian indeed hath 
no neceſlity in himſelf, nor need to be 
urged by others, to bind his ſoul with 


an oath to perform his word, for the 


law of the Spirit of life in his own 
heart conſtrains him fo to do. 


Chriſtians in their communications 
weigh their words before they utter 
F 3 them, 
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them, with their capacities to perform 
them ; knowing that a promiſe cannot 
be broken without violating the right-- 

eous law of God in their own hear: 83 

and whenever ſuch violence is * 
terror enſues; and this makes good 
men, who live under the government 
of Chriſt, dread much more to break 
their words, than others do to ſorfeit 
their bonds; and this holy dread makes 
our yea to be yea, and our nay to be 
nay; this makes us cautious in our 
promiſes, and careful in our perform- 
ances ; the exhortation may be read in 
ſcripture, but the binding tie mutt be 
known in our own hearts : all that 
have the ſcripture have this rule; but 
unleſs we have a principle of life in 
ourſelves, we cannot walk by this rule; 
and we mult not only have ſuch a prin- 
ciple, but we mutt alſo improve it by 


a continued practice, before it comes 


to be our lite, our centre, and 
nature; till then we may ſay, * Thele 
things we ſhould do ;” but cannot ſavy, 
© Theſe things we do;” and ſo witne!s 
againſt ourſelves, that, though we have 
the ſcriptures, we walk not according 
O 


Chriſtians, is ſuperfluous; 


balance: 


l aw 


1 
to the ſcriptures; though we have the 
words of Chriſt, we are not in the life 
and nature of Chriit; our yea is not 
yea, and our nay, nay, in our commu— 
nication ; our words and our promiſes 


are not itedfaſt and ture. 


Swearing, in the communication of 
for here 
truth rules in the heart, there cannot 
be falſnood in the lips. Prove a pro- 
feſſed Chriſtian by this rule, meaſure 
him by this line, weigh him in this 
if his yea be yea, and his 
nav, nav, in all his communication; 

if he be a man of his word ar all times ; 
if his performances be one wich his 


promiles, he abides in the doctrine of 


Chriſt; and this is an evident demon— 
ſtration that he is a Chriſtian indeed. 
But if theſe performances are wanting, 
though he has a Chriſtian name, he 1s 
not in the Chriſtian nature; for, as I 
ſaid before, what manner of grape the 
vine beareth, the branches thereof, if 
they continue in the vine, bear the 


ſame. 


F 6 The 


1 10 
The ſecond exhortation or command 
of our Lord was this, „ Reſiſt not 


doctrine, but his life and nature, as 
we may plentifully read in ſcripture. 
Though he met with revilings, re— 
proaches, buffetings, and cruel uſage, 
| we do not find that he was once moved 
thereby much leſs that ever he reſiſt- 
ed; but gave his face to the ſmiter, 
and his cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair: and when he was led as 
a lamb to the ſlaughter, „ he was as a 
ſheep dumb beiore the ſhearer, he 
opened not his mouth :” ſo much as 


[0 Why i is it thus?“ 


Now the fruits of the Spirit, in head 
and members, captain and followers, 
| Chriſt and Chriſtians, are one in na— 
ture: for as Chriſt was humble, lowly, 


his ſufferings, ſo are Chriſtians, if 
Chriſtians indeed ; they render not evil 
for evil, they defire not an eye for an 
cye, nor a tooth for a tooth; revenge 
of any kind 1s far from them; but as 
patience 


evil;” and this was not only his 


to ſay, What have 1 done?“ "00h 


meek, patient, peaceable, under all 
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patience and forbearance was the life 
and nature of Chriſt, ſo it is the life 
and nature ef all Chriſtians, as they 


grow in grace, and come to the fulneſs 


of the ſtature of Chriſt. 


And by this alſo, profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity may prove themſelves, 
whether they are Chriſtians indeed 
for it is the deed that manifeſteth all 
things, for bad men may have good 
words: forms may be imitated, but 
the patience, the meekneſs, the for- 


bearance that dwelt in Chriſt, and 
may be found in all true Chriſtians, 
cannot be imitated. If any vice hath 


got head in us, make what profeſſion 


we will, the fruit of that vice will be 


brought forth by us; we ſhall be 
proud, we ſhall be covetous, we ſhall 
be envious: if we are reviled, we ſhall 
revile; if we are ſmitten, we ſhall 
ſmite; if we are ſued at the law cauſe- 
leſsly, we ſhall ſue: whilſt it is fo, we 
are in the world's nature, its ſpirit 
hath the rule over us; and not the 
lowly, me lamb-like Spirit of Jeſus. 


The 
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The third exhortation or command 
of Chriſt was this, © Love your ene- 
mies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray 
tor them who deff 
perſecute you. 


This alſo was not only the doctrine, 


but the life and nature of Chriſt; and 
as it is the lite and nature of Chriſt, ſo 
it is the life and nature of Chriſtians, 
who are thoroughly leavened with the 
Spirit of Chriſt. 


No man, having the Spirit of Jeſus, 
and living under the government there- 
of, can hate the perſon of any man; 


for by creation we are all the work- 


manſhip of God's hands; and all true 
Chriſtians know that enmity, hatred, 
curſing, ſpite, and perſecution, pro- 
ceed not from men or women as they 
are the Lord's creation, tut as the 

have loſt this image, and thereby be- 
come emptied of good, and filled with 
all evil: for as an evil ſpirit comes to 
have the rule over us, evil fruits will be 


brought forth by us. 


Could 


pitefully uſe you, and 


n ee Hm gm no 


neſs, and who are not; 
upright, godly lite, and who do not; 
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Could we but ſee ourſelves, did we 
but obſerve our own natures, with the 
fruits we bring forth in our lives, we 


might eaſily judge of ourſelves and 


others, whether we were converts or 
not; whether the Spirit of Chriſt, or 
the ſpirit of this world, had the rule in 
us, and over us: for he courle of our 
lives, eſpecially in times of trial, de- 
clares who are led by the meek Spirit 
of Jeſus, and who are nat; who are 
leavened with the leaven of righteouſ- 
who lead a ſober, 


for it is not our words, but our conver— 
ſation that manifeſts what ſpirit hath 
rule in us and over us. 


For until, by converſion, our natures 
come to be changed, we cannot love 
enemies, having das much enmity A+ 


gainſt them, as they have againſt us; 


we cannot bleſs them, we cannot pray 
for them, we ſhall be forward to Co 
them hurt, but far from doing them 
good. 


Come, 
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Come, profeſſors of Chriſtianity, lay 


aſide your forms that you have long 
contended about ; meaſure yourſelves 


by this line, try yourſelves by this 
touchſtone; are you reduced to ſuch 
a frame of ſpirit as to © love your ene- 
mies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 
. to them that hate you, and pray 
or them that deſpitefully uſe you, and 


perſecute you?” This is a true cha- 
racter of Chriſtianity; this declares us 
to be Chriſtians indeed. 


But if our natures are averſe to theſe 


things, let our profeſſion be what it 


will, we bear not the image of God; 


we are not the children of our heaven! 


Father, for he maketh his ſun to rite 
on the evil and on the good, and ſend- 
eth rain on the juſt and unjuſt:“ and 
were we but truly converted, were our 
natures thoroughly changed, our lives 
would be conformable ; we ſhould be 


Chriſtians indeed. 


A fourth branch of the life, nature, 
and doctrine of Chriſt was manifeſted 
in theſe words, Take no thought 
what 


WI 
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what ye ſhall eat, what ye ſhail drink, 
nor yet for your body, what ye ſhall 


put on; but ſeck ye firſt the Kingdom 
| of God, and his righteouſneſs, 


And what is this kingdom that all 


| true Chriſtians ſhould firſt ſeek? It 


cannot be any thing above our reach; 
it muſt be that kingdom that Jeſus 
compaied to a loſt picce of ſilver; it 


mult be an acquaintance with that Spi- 


rit, and the government thereof, that, 


from the beginning, the great God 


placed in the hearts of men, to be their 


\ Inſtructor in paths of righteouſneſs : 


which Spirit alone for ſome time dwelt 


in the firſt Adam, but was more abun- 
| dantly manifeſted in Chriſt the ſecond 


Adam, and ſo called in ſcripture the 
Spirit of Chriſt; for it always dwelt in 


him, and was not only his life, but the 


life that he gives to all true believers, 
for their ranſom from under the power 
of ſin and Satan, and ſo neceſſary to 


be firſt ſought; for until an humble, 


lowly, meek, lamb-like Spirit be raiſed 


in us, and come to have the rule over 


us, we know not the Lord, nor can 
depend 
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depend on his providence: for the rule 


and government of this Spirit reduceth 
every member to an excellent qualifica- 


tion, and as many as are taught thereby, | 


learn therefrom « in all * to be 


content. 


This was the life and nature of 
Chriſt; 


&* The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air neſts, but the Son 


of Man had not where to lay his head;“ 


yet was he content; his thoughts run 
not out on things pertaining to the 
body: it was meat and drink unto him 
to do his Father's will, and to finiſh the 


work that he was ſent to do; a work 


that none before him ever did, namely, 


the fulfilling of all righteouſveſs, by 
doing the thing that was right in the 


whole courſe of his life, as a x precedent | 
to all his tollowers. 


And as many as have found the 


kingdom of God and his rightcouſneis, 
and are come to live under the rule and 
government of a right Spirit, have the 
mind or Chriſt: though they live in 
the world, their taoughes run not out 
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after the world. A true Chriſtian con- 
verſation is to be diligent in our call- 
! ings, moderate in our expenſes, and 
content with our eſtates: whoſoever is 
reduced to a ſtate of temperance and 
moderation, takes but little thought 
what they ſhall eat, or what they ſhall 
drink, or wherewithal they ſhall be 
clothed;” they delight in juſtice, equi- 
ty, truth, and faithfulneſs, and their 
thoughts are exerciſed therein, and, 
reſting on God's providence, their 
honeſt endeavour is attended with a 
bleſſing. 


And here profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
may alſo prove themſelves; this is a 
true meaſuring line, a path that no 
man can tread, but ſuch as have the 


4 Spirit of Jeſus: all ungodly men ſeek 


the world firlt, I may ſay firſt and 
1 laſt; the riches of the world, the ho- 
nour of the world, the pleaſures of the 
world, and the praiſe of the world; 
What they ſhall eat, or what they 
{ ſhall drink,” to pleaſe their appetites : 
| © What they ſhall put on“ to be ac- 
counted great in the world, and to 
| have 


11 
have the pre eminence above and before 
their fellow creatures; their thoughts 
run fir more, how they 
formable to the faſhions of the world, 
than how they ſhall be conformable to 
the life, nature, and doctrine of Chriſt, 
which is more heachen-like than Chriſ- 
tian- like, and not effected by the moſt 
part without much diſhoneſty. 1 


This is the natural ſtate of the ſons 
and daughters of men, whilſt they con- 
tinue in a ſtate of degeneracy, aliens 
to the common- wealth of Iſrael, and 
ſtrangers to that covenant of promiſe 
that the Lord made with the houſe of 
Jacob. And to a better ſtate none can 
come, but by ſecking and finding the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
or the rule and government of Chriſt, 
by his eternal Spirit, in their own 
hearts; there the ſeed is ſown; 


Teaven is laid, there the pearl of great 
price is found, but not without digging 
deep: for whilſt vice 1s uppermoſt, 
virtue is lowermoſt; whilſt ſin reigns, 
the power of grace is not felt; the 
bringing down of the one is the ex- 

altation 


ſhall be con- 


there the 


l 
altation of the other; there muſt be 
a death unto fin, before there can be 


a new birth unto righteouſneſs; and 


there muſt be a new birth unto righte- 
ouſneſs, and a growth in righteouſneſs, 
before we can center in that content, 


as to take © no thought what we ſhall 
eat, what we ſhall drink, or where- 
1 withal we ſhall be clothed.” 


And ſo 


it is every man's principal concern, 


I firſt, to ſeek the kingdom of God, and 
his righteouſneſs; firſt, to know the 
rule and government of a right Spirit 


in himſelf; for this qualifies him, and 


makes him capable of leading a Chriſ- 


tian life, and of performing Chriſtian 


duties both to God and man. - 


The fifth and laſt branch of the life, 


nature, and doctrine of Chriſt, that 1 
j ſhall here inſiſt upon, is this, „All 


things whatſoever ye would that men 
4 ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo 


} unto them, for that is the law and the 
| prophets ; for this is that the righteous 


Lord God requireth from his people in 
all ages. 5 


This 


— — — — 
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This doing is accounted by many 
zealous profeſſors of Chriſtianity, in 
our preſent age, a moral righteouſneſs, 
and ſo but a mall part, or rather no 
part of true godlineſs; but rightly 


conſidered, all actual righteouſneſs, if . 
It proceed from a right ſpirit, is in | 


itſelf the true righteouſneſs of faith ; 
and that moral, or of no authority, 
which 1s performed from a carnal mind, 
in imitation of good men's practices, 
but out of their life and nature : for 
if the tree be known by its fruits, fruit 


manifeſteth the nature of the tree, If | 


our God be, as certainly he is, righte- 
ous in all his ways, and juſt in all his 
works, no people on the face of the 
earth are more God-like, none bear 
his image more exact, than ſuch whoſe 
_ converſations are upright, honeſt, and 
juſt; and nothing can be more juſt, 
than to * do unto others in all things, 
whatſoever we would that they ſhould 
do unto us.“ 


This is the excellent righteouſneſs ; ; 
this exceeds not only the righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, but the 
righteouſneſs 


| 
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righteouſneſs of moſt profeſſors of Chriſ- 
1 tianity ; for hereby we walk in Chriſt's 
footſteps, we fulfil both the law and the 
prophets. | 


Moſes, from an admiration of the 
Juſtice and equity that the Lord re- 


{ quired from the ſons and daughters of 
men, under the adminiſtration of the 


law, uttered theſe words, „ What na- 


tion is there ſo great, who hath ſtatutes 
and jucgments ſo righteous, as all this 


law that I ſet before you:“ And doth 


{ the law of the Spirit of life require 


leſs righreouſneſs from Chriſtians, than 


that outward law did from the Jews? 
FI tell you nay, but rather more, for 
that more power is given to all true 
4 Chriſtians. to 


perform acts of righte- 


3 ouſneſs. ; 


Were the underſtandings of all who 


are called Chriſtians enlightened to ſee 
{ themſclves as they are, or had the 


but hearts to prove themſelves by this 


{ Chriſtian rule, meaſure themſelves by 
this ſtrait line, weigh themlelves in 
this equal balance, the following ſorts 


of 


C332 ] 
of men and women, with many others, 
would no more paſs for true Chriſtians, 
in God's account, than clipped and 
counterfeit money, when it came to the 
balance, did in men's accounts. 


As firſt, all ſuch who in ſuits of 
law, by perverting juſtice, or other 
ſubtle contrivances, poſſeſs themſelves 
of houſes, lands, or goods, that they 
have no right unto. 


Secondly, all ſuch who by violent 
robbing, or private ſtealing, take that 
which is not their own. — 


Thirdly, all ſuch who detain the | 
wages of the hireling, or grind on the 
neceſſities of the poor, by beating down 
the value of their labour till they can- 


not live thereby. 


Fourthly, all ſuch who in trade or 
dealing uſe light weights, ſhort mea- 
ſure, or any other kind of deceit. 


Fifthly, all ſuch who caſt their bur- 
dens on other men's ſhoulders, and go 
free themſelves, 

Sixthly 
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Sixthly, all ſuch as either give or 


take bribes to effect things that are 


not right. 


Seventhly, all ſuch who take wages 
to ſerve lord or maſter, and are not 


faithful to their truſt. 


Eighthly, all ſuch as make contracts, 
and perform not the ſame; or engage 


themſelves by promiſes, and have no 
regard to their word. 


Ninthly, all fuch who by evil re- 


Ports, whiſperings, or backbitings, ſow 


the ſeeds of ftrife, create prejudice, or 


quench charity, 


None of theſe abide in the doctrine 
of Chriſt, none of theſe do as they 
1 would be done unto ; though they bear 
2 Chriſtian name, they are ſtrangers to 
a Chriſtian life; they live not under 
Chriſt's government; they are not 


ſwayed by a ſceptre of 9 
and ſo are not God-like, 


8 Godlineſs 
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Godlineſs and Chriſtianity bear but 


one image; and if we would know the. 


nature of godlineſs, let us conſider the 
nature of ungodlineſs. All ſober men 
will grant that the proud, the covet- 
ous, the envious, the fraudulent, the 
extortioner, the ſwearer, the liar, &c. 
are ungodly ; and well they may, for 
where any ſuch vice gets head, little 


of the image of God appears; and if 


ſuch things make men ungod-like, the 
contrary, which is humility, mcekneſs, 
moderation, ſobriety, truth, equity, 
and faithfulneſs, muſt needs make 
them godly. 


To become ungodly is an ealy 
thing ; for if our backs are turned on 
God, we have nothing in our eye but 
the world, and the vanities thereof, 
promiſing us fuch content, that little 
elſe is minded. 

. 

But the great difficulty is to become 
godly again; though thouſands are 


employed therein, little ſnew doth ap- 


pear; for in the eyes of degenerated 
men, there is no lovelineſs in that 
path; 


| 
0 
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path ; and therefore the great query 1s, 


By what way may the proud become 
humble, the wild become ſober, the 


covetous become content, the fraudu- 


lent become Juſt, the intemperate be- 
come moderate, the incontinent become 


chaſte, the unfaithful become faithful? 


I know many will ſay, By hearing good 
miniſters, reading good books, and 
conferring with good men. But theſe 
things have been tried, and that for 


ſeveral years, by many, yet no ſuch 
change hath been wrought thereby. 


If advice, exhortation, or counſel, 


would effect this great work, we need 
not go any farther than the heavenly 


ſayings of Chriſt, in the aforeſaid fifth, 
ſixth, and ſeventh chapters of Mat- 
thew ; for if we could hear all the mi- 
niiters in the world, read all the good 
books in the world and confer with 
all the good men in the world, we 
could not have better advice, counſel, 
and exhortations than are Contained in 
thole three chapters. 
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By hearing good miniſters, reading 


good books, and conferring with good 
men, we may be convicted, but not 
thoroughly converted: for as virtue 
hath a Apring, lo vice hath a root that 
words will not reach, The ftrength 
of ſin is the growth of that ſeed that 


the wicked one hath ſown in the inward 


parts of the ſons and daughters of men ; 
and foraſmuch as the cauſe 1s within, it 
is impeſſible it ſhould be wholly re- 
moved by things without ; but as the 
cauſe is within, ſo the cure muſt be 


within, by mortifying the body of fin, 


or bringing down the ſtrength thereof, 
which 1s thus effected. 


There is no unrighteous thing done, 


but there is an inward motion before 
there is any outward action; and, by 
that light which enlighteneth every 


man that cometh into the world, if 


our eyes are Inward, we may ſce thoſe 
motions : and the way to mortify the 
body of fin, is to deny and turn from 
every ſuch motion in the riſing thereof, 
and ſo to cruſh the cockatrice i in the 


ſhell; for in their riſing they are weak 


and 
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and powerleſs, and may be eaſily turned 
back. And if we do not ſuppreſs vice 
in the riſings thereof, it will continue 
our lord; but by every ſuch denial, 


ve bring down that which would wh 


and reign in us and over us, whether 
it be pride, covetouſneſs, envy, falſe- 


hood, or any other vice whatever; for 


the more denials are given to vice, the 


fewer aſſaults it will make; the ſtrong- 
er the oppoſition, the weaker the at- 
tempt: as yielding gives vice ground 


to grow from a ſeed to a body, denials 


bring it down from a body to a ſeed; 


ſo that though ſomething thereof may 
abide in us, it doth not reign over us; 


but is in ſubjection to the ſceptre of 


righteouſneſs, or rule of a right Ppirit. 


The axe is never laid to the root of 
the tree, till a reformation begins with- 
in; the life of righteouſneſs ſtands in 


the mortification of ſin, which is an 


inward work, The ſpirit of this world 
mui: be brought down, before the 
Spirit of the Lord can be exalted in vs; 
but as a right Spirit comes to Feign, 
we have as many motives to acts of 


(5-2 righteoui- 
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righteouſneſs, as ever we had to adts co 
of unrighteouſneſs, and as we give | fo 
ourſelves in obedience thereunto, grace | an 
grows in us, and we grow in grace: th 
it is a change in government that | We 


changeth our natures, and makes us to 
become new creatures. 
1 955 5 ; E 
1 By this we come to have the bleſſing | th 
Ls as well as the birth-right; for the blet= | th 
ſing is not to the exalted mind, but to | w 
the poor in ſpirit, to the merciful, to te 
the pure in heart, who hunger and 3 
thirſt, not after riches and honour, || wm 
but after righteouſneſs ; and all that 8 
hunger and thirſt after it, will endea- | a 
vour to ſatisfy their ſouls with an in- N ( 
creaſe of it. 1 
| | 
Now a talent is not improved by f 
lying hid in a napkin; if we would |, t 
have more grace, we mult exerciſe the t 
meaſure we have aitzined unto; we | C 
muſt live in the continual practice of | 1 
right things; we muit keep in Jowli- f 
nels, mecknels, temperance, patience, ] 
and other virtues; we muit be juit in ( 


s. as well as in the ſmalleſt 
concern, 


our dealings 
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concern, as ſuch as are more weighty; 


for a {mall matter turas the balance; 
and if that ſmall matter be wanting, 


things are not juſt, we do not even as 


we would be done by. 


And this juſt dealing, as righteouſ- 
neſs comes to reign, will be no hard 
thing, tor as we accuſtom ourſelves 
thereunto, it will be uppermoſt; it 
will be as a diligent handmaid, ready 
to offer ner ſervice; and every act 


of righteouſneſs performed from the 


motives of a right ſpirit, hath its im- 

mediate rewar d; Which is not only an 

anſwer of peace, but joy 1a the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


The way of life is the way of plea- 
ſantneſs, all her paths are peace; no- 
thing makes it to ſeem difficult, but 
the averſeneſs of our natures, when 
once corrupted, thereunto ; but as our 
natures come to be changed, we ſhall, 
from a ſenſible experience, ſay with 
David, «„ Thy commandments are ex- 
ceeding broad.“ 


J cannot 


— —„—Vͤ— —— —— e 


L149] 
1 cannot recommend myſelf, nor 
any other, afrer we are awakened unto 
righteouſusſs, to any better way for 
tic roiuruming of our lives, than to 
turn in our we to the gift of God in 


ou FIcves 5 chat by his candle we may 


ler che ring of vice, and jo deny it; 
that the contrary, Wich is grace and 
wat may riſe and reign in us; for 
that is our help, that is our ficength, 
and that is our defence 


Words, whether recained in our me- 


mories, or written ia our books, are 
but weak 1nitruments for 


becauſe the old man inut be put of, 
which is an inward work; and how 


1s a forry gueſt put of, or a man that 
urgeth for . we arc not willing to 


and turn— 


O 


ing 3 4 
: 
Should we enter into reaſoning with 

any motions of fin, it is much if we 


are not overcome thereby, for that it 
1s the nature of fin, not to turn back 


at a ſmall denial, eipecially it it be a 
fin that hath prevailed over us before; 


this work, 


RY 
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or | but in turning therefrom we give it the 
to | repulſe; if it be not hearkened unto, it 
or | goes back, 

to | 

in | And as the old man 1s put off, the 
ay | new man 1s put on; as vice is denied, 
t; | virtue is embraced, and this new man 
id | makes us new creatures; that which 
or 1s created after God renews in us the 
h, image of God; and bearing that image 


in holineſs and righteouſneſs, our con- 
verſations will declare us to be Chriſ- 


2. | tians infeed, 

8 8 
— But if this old man with his deeds 
F, of darkneſs be not put off, the new 
* man that is created after God's image 
at in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, will 
o | not be put on; and though we have 
1 been awakened unto righteouſneſs, we 


ſhall fall aſleep again, ſome in one : 
form, and ſome in another, feeding on | 


— 1. 


h words without any ſenſe of power or 1 
e lite; and this ſecond fleep appears to 
it be a dead fleep; for that though we 
k may hear much ſpoken againſt pride, 
a 4{ Ccovetouineis, envy, &c, we are not as 
1 much 


1 


much as touched therewith, but live in 


the open ſhew thereof. 


Did the ſons and daughters of men, 


who are called Chriſtians, make it their 
concern to be Chriſtians indeed, by mor- 
titying in themlelves the ſpirit of this 


world, which is the original of all vice, 


they would be not only a happy, but 


a lovely people; for by mortifying the 


body of fin, oppreſſion would ceaſe, 
all wrongs and injuries would determine 


and be at an end; love would ſpring 


both to God and man; grace would 
grow; humility, meckneſs, moderation, 
and all other virtues would fhew them- 
ſelves ; they would be another manner 
of people in their converſations ; their 
words and their works would be juit, 
upright, and honeſt ; 
fide in one another without any ſcruple 
or doubt. What is more lovely than 
to be at all times, and on all occaſions, 


juſt, upright, honeſt, and faithful, do- 


ing to all men in all thi ings whatio- 
ever, even as we would that they 
ſhould do unto us? A living under the 
rule and government of a right ſpirit, 
1 


they would con- 


qua 
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| qualifies us, and makes us capable of 


performing every chiiltian duty; „ We 
ſhall love the Lord our God with all 


our hearts, and our ne:ghbuars as our- 


| felves;” which is tie lum of all codli- 


neſs, and the true character of Chriſti- 
anity. 
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